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SPURIOUS “THEMATIC MATERIAL EFFECT”
ON LOGICAL REASONING

Akira NAKAGAKI

The present experiment was designed to examine so-called “thematic material effect”
on logical performance in a reasoning task. In particular, the four cards problem was
used to elicit preferences for various logical and illogical problem-solving strategies. The
result showed that high performance in D’Andrade’s “receipts task” was not due to
thematic material effect but to cards shape not equivalent to that used in D’Andrade’s
“label factory task”, and therefore the effect was more apparent than real in the sense
that the high performance was caused by illogical problem-solving strategies. Based on
such evidence, “schema theory” and “viewpoint theory” purporting to explain thematic
material effect were then criticized. Finally, the author proposed a new theory called
“degeneration theory” and cast doubt on the idea of domain-specific knowledge.

Key words : four cards problem, Wason’s selection task, thematic material effect, logical

reasoning, domain specific knowledge.
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DHEMIBBICEBEL TWBER4ILBY, FOHD
H O (HBCEL Les b FCP nBE L34 XD EFE -
TWa7e, FEDISAGEBRBERVHIZ O TH 5
(TR L, A FCP IZIEE Ui b S URFEEDE
22O X H EEFRT i),
4. EESWMRKEBLADIEZE

IZETONMITIE, FCP T p,§ BIRE R FEE L
ZiLT&I, LrL, FCP Th—F p,q #iBIRL,

TABLE3 FCP Lo s v 243
PR R 2 FERAR

ml L - -+ s
3 — 2 :
Z =119 2' 17 14 2
fF— -
%:*:‘15{ 61 3 | 18 ‘2
Bzt 31 g 20 | 22 42

CIEBET LARSNEHETH-TLH, TOHRE X &£
TR IR L Th AT hE, AREBREET
Y, APTOEEFLSbATRER LW, Wiz,
FCP TH— F&WERINL, “BEE” LLhahiE
ThH-oTh, TOEREVFENEREHERTERL
T, AKiE “EEH THY, AL T0RBREEL
EbdhIbhv, 20X NBENTOEEE P HE
BRL, A0 oBEEEROI D, M3 OB RE
BOHLUT-h — FiBiR% FCP CiT-o& 0w (EAw
KiEEY ¢ LTlRYHET & TABLE4D X 5 iz i 5,
TABLE4 2543005 &

TABLE4 BEMNIGELE
Hiz, M1 &3 ¢

DIEEH
MRS H 3 8 4
rer (MR cemsion, M2 L
| BIEI L 3romanKsER
L (B R s 26 (Enke2%) ThH
GEEYS S j .
B BIE 5, Lal, @EER
SAEMARCD | 6/18] 5 REMIZER—ELT
Wgdmmmnas)] 2| 8| 1 HRLIZOTHAUL,
& =t sios ! 6 il LR2 oBIRIZE

WTLEASR TR
e oizv, #6-T, 81, 2, 30 3o TEAMIC
BISU724, 2%V 3L b R—E L TLREENRIE
EfTo7c, BR—RB LU TREHEMKIEEfTo20 L
EE (HOEEE) W5 EMNTE LS, TABLES
MHERPDEOT, ENIEEEIT6L (14%) Td 5,
kD FCP MR TIE, FHEMRIEOHBIEEE &L
THELITWLDT, ZHIZHEH &, EOELEEITS 4
(12%) TH Y, ZoOpER %A Wason # FCP o
PRARE BB L Z Ak v, fFEXRINA FCP OpR
BTN D240 EEE L RS RicoTh o723,
2245174, EIZTIGNRHBEDTOFEEETH o722 iz
IR

F72, ®HE! FCP (—g o FCP x5 %) O IEX
ROEITEMENBEROLE EE L R LIS T
124, FEXoBRMMzanbs$, i ) FEH
(BEMRIEE) PR WZ L ETABLE4I;RL T W 5,
Lind, REEOBERE2ILDI S, tHROESHK
IWEIZ6ATHL0IIXL, RAEHENBEEI8LD S
LOBEMRICERIDLT P 24 L0B6Y, REHm
BREDOFREHEABRE LY B —BEEZ (&8s
BRIESER) NMENWZ 2R b,

Z =
1. RF -7, BoRons
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FEBOFERIIAX — <R OLBARLIFL AW E
ERHBTH A S, FFERME FCP O (G EE
B2 b WL WIORRI—RAA¥ —<HCRERE
EFLTVE»DIHICRA 5, LL, 3t KB FCP
T HOTHPI% T Do xF B L fFERINE & IFREN
BEVREREMNTHD LS HThH, BEFTHEILENTIT
BEIZARCBAN TN D L) ETH, THEDHAR
REIZEE > TnELEVWH HTHLEL{RLTH S, WH
DFENEME—S, TR PRV RIETTHE L, Z
NIEFOEBWCEERITI—ZHZ3 S0 1EIZELDLD
THBH,

ZOXI BFERPLUD THRORBPEREL TH5D
EFDHVENEIZEN DL AF —<HIZIL A, A
ML A, BEAFOFES"FEELEREL TR
TWSARERATH D FNTIRAGLEHIT LD, D An.
drade DOEBROPHE ThHIRFELIZE T, EEIX
HIERED, TRAMIHIETREW] & RZEO LSRN
BEESIHBLLST WA, F00 SREEEBE LUV
WO I RBMIIVWHITZI LT Th T, 13EAE
HOEFIZRWIETHDH, £HRETHED, RAH
HAF—=RI YV AB—BRAOBEVWLED LS, L
H00F, FNEBE TR, BEITANRIZBPNT
B, i (5ABEH BEDDIZ (FEEFE) TV
BEELTY, BESRRPLBEEPBRIZEEDDD H (8
BMEEhome) PHETHIIZLA»bET, EERL
BOTENLLTH B, 2%, HAHHIT D Andrade
DEBRERLYHRAT EOOBATHIIC L2 bLT,
HbhZ iz, bhtbhed Rhud, D'Andrade o3
BRERTOLOPRESHOLGEIZ R > TV DD TH D,
Kt FCP o FAEMN19%TH D, HiRH Wason
MEO—PREERL DP2REFHENI LD, REAR
RIREODRERBETTERVWEEELD 52 LA
2, bivbiil FCP oEERICKIFT 2 A 3 KRAY
ZFRL L TOREBRNESLSHAIZETHLERF >0 THE
<, mEAHRIIBT 2ZTEFOFTELERHLHA
ST RIEYEOBEEL L TH+42TH %5, LArL,
BEODIZHT B L, KERE FEREINCIT > 7 HiRE
Wason SREHO EZERT 18 Y Th o7c. 1£-T, BiEHY
THETHRED A o7zxf B FCP L #hi%#) Wason §R
HOREITIZE ALY ESL T, NEDCEKESEADEA
FOLORELENRE VD, HoTHiTL A FRBIZ
BHREWLOTHAS5 (BADRR ST, ThiyEER
LIS ELAERITBVTHIBFEEIN T B, D7D 1934
DFEE4)o

A% -2 AF O BT, FCP o EERN M F

LLbERO TR IO RVWERAL LT, £HX0E
FRRAEER (OB RCIREROBNEL DD &, £
DEEEZL TV A2 T F R MNIIRENSD EM S F R
DEFAEZRADBEZXHEND B (K7 1985). L L, &
EBRORRIL, TOLRBAFPEATENI LELR
LTWa, FUHXOBEHGOERPZETEL I LER
HBHIZLTS, Fhizk »T FCP oS HRBER S
SRTRVWDTH D, Bz ziT, HEBEOKLELOTE
AR TLREDORVD TH B, 7RISR, #
BREOEHALIZBERIZE->T FCP o b — FERIRZ1T-
7o E S Thb, TABLE4A RRHFIIFL TS L 51T,
FCP oh — FBIR:BFHOEA L EUUERE 8 %
BLTWEHEREEALPLVAEVWD THD (KEHENEBER,
REHENBRRUAOBRELEMA LB TFCP 07 — FERE
BAMREIVED -1 DNDONBEERIE FCP o
EEHEOSH RZYARMRIZE > TERELLOTRAW
L L E, AT THRESHEAMREEOHR
HAZBEHL THYAZOTREAVW] LFEFRLTWDEDT
372 K, FFERIAID B — FBIR & #BRE O SUE R
L DN, 5 WITTFER A L st B0 b — KBIR &
OEZFERH DLV Z BB LTVWEDTH S,
Fhi, FCP ofUSE#HRAT2ERELT, £HEXD
ERHEROZZMIZFALEXLHFEELREETH
DEREVDRITER G,

B, A¥ —<ROWRKE L TERANERAY -~
(pragmatic reasoning schema) {Z X % X IRE O BEIRH
EE S TW5S (Cheng & Holyoak 1985), AEBUIFEH
BOMEZR 2 ¥ — = (LU FT2, PRS LB 5) I X 28 RE
BT 2710 fTbR iR TR AEWD, BRAIZIEPRS
BREMGELTWS EEbh3, 781, PRS A %
- FoREOEREZTLAEZ 6T RVWAKRL - F
RO (R2) 2B LW TELEBARAF - ThH
B, H— FORmOEREEZ LTS5 EEIHR
B3 BEBELEHZBIZ>RLOTH D, LL,
R ZOFR LTS, 23R8 XY EEENS
WDOThB, FE2iz, FHEIZX >T PRS RS H,
FhE AN - FRIEICERAL TREEZHW DO ThHH
i, st FCP (1) b FEEILShTWDIOTHSHh
By TFEXRWA (B2) LRBEDREZER LTS X &
ZHORIDOTHB., LrL, FHEIZIOFRE AT,
M1 2 LV REPIEBEREMEVDTH D, W~ T,
AEEROFERIX PRS A2 IEFAELTWBELEEX LS.

Tz, $HA FCP TH-ThLaNeOHFETHBHZ
CHRARTOINIEEERIBFEL LA TZ0TH B
(Cheug & Holyoak 1985 ) b, BHRMLEBO AT E
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DFEWIZE T, FHEXRIE FCP L%t FCP opf
HMOBNERAT L LRETHH L BN S,
2. HLVLCAEBRLLTOBELHS
FCP (3 AR EFERM B L T hidig<z ¢ @
TELWE %T@é Lal, HEFTettx2e {HE
iz, iz “IEET S®RAEUTH B, -
F‘P LGk %@Ré 2L oz iy, £,
— FP2EERL, P—-FPIEERLAVWE WS Z LT,
%h% SR Thd, BERE, ##— FpizonTidsket
Xp—glkdHbET g liih (Modus Ponens), Az ¢
2TV EREIPEFBILLENG H — K p25ER
Sh, H—FPE 2V THERX L~ gIZERSERTY
BOWOTEERELZEINTRIRARZWVNIL TH B,
ELL OGOV EREENERELBELLAEVO TS
bo FBE, WA Wason BETL ZoMIZEL TIIZ
EAEDENRTEL L KIGL T A (Wason & Johnson-Laird
1972), Z Z CHEINEEE T - Fe, § 05 H7 28R
TRIIMAATAZLETH D, EHEO FCP oiZEIRT
3, FEXP—oqizERER TS H — FeaiERT 5
», REXOIEHTE (pogrbaop 3T L)
IZEEBIhTELLO N - FLHBRLAWD, BEH
EiE-oTLEI, WTFRDORIZLIBL TWE Z &
A—FNFEBRLAEVWENWS ZETHD, 1—Fg B
REY B X 21243, Lioh < angExp—q
RO B2 H - FThaZ Lizg3hiut v, @
#O FCP gl TH 5720, #— FeREons
g DEEL L TIREENIZIFETREATW WD, &
B B EEfR L A ShBIRS RV, 22T, #—
Fa&, FRERMBZETL T, 71— Fqiddks
X% g DERE GaRs— ¢) L LTAbEbR, &
HXOBEME L IIEBR TR LR, 11— Fa 28,
TFERWATE, Zokdni#i" e 2 &8 TR
W —FRp LT LeRBEENEL50THS, BERO
FMRAZOI I LHROZBELREL TV I LEFRE
I
bhbhoBERIZHEX T, FERWR FCP o EEH
LT L L IERESAICREEE Y R TIE R {, &ft
MOEXE GEE N — V) AR REEDH DI —RLELT
2, q BBAFIIT W, %Y, {EEXRME FCP i3
RERAHR Y e A L EB o R T v 2 EET
H—=F p,q £EL D Iz, AkoRFRERENE
BEEBEETWHEDTHS, TIT, bhhbhoigi
 GRETHD MR izl YId, BEEEHS R
F—vERORARE R IAEEN LA, Bliz, &%
— <R AR TREEL M FCP iz & WIE

ETOEI TN EDZ EE2EBO L

§$%a@%“%%ﬁ#ﬁ®ﬁ*9>bfﬁ??é®h
L, BRELTHEBM T EZIRRFEENOHGR L IERED
HR7 e 228 THE L/:&Z’J’i)’@IEKi:TE‘KU‘ =
T 2ZLTHE, FH2O0FREAMENT, AX -7l
RHERTRITELRLZED SER L L THEDHITE,
T8930, HEAS4OBRIZFLDOIIKGL, REE
HUTREZD L ) R BROBENLIREREL, #E
PEREFELIIEHES X ) AAEREERIZFA 2
L THD, FNTHE, RETANRSREADEANC
Lo TEBENEIRBRLEZLOIZRZBEERH DD,
METEFC IR, FhTAN SRS HEADE AT
DLOOMETIRE L, FELEEbizAaLTHLTO
LIRABELEERLZFLALIZD RO TH 5,

%m,ﬁEKWEﬁ~FEUﬁﬁ%§E§®&t5®
T, BornDE2H, &KEXDIA 7, EREOH
TFESLHRETEERNLE 2D 9 % (547 Johnson-Laird
et al. 1972 O FHEEE L Cheng & Holyoak 1985 DA
DERL I LIBArDERRTHIEMNT & ) AFER
3, ¥k, 2 -l RAHTHRHE A TE LD
Andrade OEBEENRBETEERD 1 >THD F1E
KINFEE S — FIZ - TEHHATE S Z LT 2L TH-
1Zs
3. 4¥h—FREBELBRZOFEBHEN

WA RFRROFE CH - T, FoFEERIZE
DIRAENBREFDOENZL o T, EVHRENVRES
nizY, REISNRADLSTDVTBHEIIZHZBIEND
5, Zhid, (BEOFESHEME L TE<{ash T
w5$ﬁ?@éo¢ni,*@;5&$%@ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ
ORMECZ, RAMEROBEKRORE] REHnOHFEWR
OFLOERLETELRE (kg 1982) THd & ZDFEE
EEbEARRTOIMEE AL B, £ Z AT, FCP
TEBORBR T LT 5 ERE L TLITLIEEIH
Ehb, LOLERS—HE LT Tik s <, Mandler
(1983) #* FCP # BEOHERHMEL =T BRLHGEN
D& HEEPL (the most cogent demonstrations) & W vy, i
29 (198D 2 THRLHIRMIZAL 2 IZL TV 5] L RHE
LTWwWa X iz, FCP o XE L FITBEOHEK ¥ 5%
HEFTRLZ YT« DVRERE L THbLATWSD
ThdHo

bhvbh b LT L EEOTFIRNERMES TRz ma
BEBETHL, AEPEATREO A7+ -~ ARER
BIERDB) LWHELLIEERIETOTHRITENS
R, L L, BERNEOHIRES & TA03UR
ALV EBRIZKA S BEOESS R =
LTW2DThHD,
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%, WHEOTIR (BTiefiks s, 7AMIIRT 355 <
WBREED IZBETRIE, ToREIZEWT, miEay iz
HU RN RIRERL LT 55 TH 5, #4213 Rumelhart
(1980) X AF — =Rz X b e BEIHEET A &
FPENEZMCIETREAERILZETH D) 50,
D’Andrade DZERE £ { OPERED MR {7 T L
MTERZOEX, TOFEEELL B Lickhbile
EZTnb, E£7, 40 (1980) TEAFIZI DV 25 6
REAHERO U EARLI S THE) T 57201213,
A6 2 DEEEED BRVIITAEMEEL, Z0TEOR
€, AEE, brTEFAFEORER E44T Tk
Bl Tanid+anThbri izt Lt Evw, FCP o
FEMDESREOIC LSRRI B LOTHL Z L
% Rumelhart TV B—E3H<{FELTV S,
MELERPBZOHEESERECEL THE L
T, ToXdRAERIe Y TIELL, FCP o
THEAPFRIRELEERIC L 5N T OERICT IR
WI L ThD, TFIEXKIA FCP o FEROE <1, 3t
R FCP O IEEFORS LEIEFE Ui A 7 = X 4z
IBERLDERTOTH D, WET & bITREBREENC
HBLTBLT, EEHFXOEBIZEGE Y £
H—FEBRLIZTERVWOTH D, 7 — FTHHEHE
T ES S Z L ERET S X ICEERIERL TR
X, TEBIRT 2HEPE2, BRELL TEEESEML
HEOIZRRBETEDOTH S, FCP oEELHEN
IR M HRIC I AD TRV I &3, TR
AT “EE LTHL 20 IR ARITHERET S Z
Yo S ENEMGEMCERT 2B S AFER WA
FCP iz “IF&” +5EBWAILhLHLENTH AT,
FEBROBERDEHIT FCP 0B Eiz >\ T,
(BEOFENLES R LI EThb, Dim, BE
OFEEERMEE FCP o @RI oW THET Eni
THLATWARTIE AV, L, FCP OFELHE
TBEOFBEAE EZRIET 5, WV hITREER( eritical
experiment) & L THEE-SIT H i, ELBEETEY R iR
MEEhTHWELDTHD, AERIIZRERGEL 720
Thd. T 68k, BBOFESHREOIEH L =1,
NAEDFHITE, FTH3NK SRtV otER/IZE -T
HAShTE A EHE, FEEEROBALID B
HY1ERAMIZRBELTRZLEDS 5T L ¥ REHRD
BERIIRBITHELTWVWEDTH D,

(B 7)) AREZTIChl>THEHHHEBRNL
BT RS E S SR Ol B X UEED
OB BLBL BT st i, SIRENERR X

CEWTFEIR I IR B HERIZ 2 D, WA OESEMFIC-
WTHBIOMEEE W E L7, FBLTHEERL
E3ean
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