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EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF SUBGOAL PRESENTATION
ON PROBLEM SOLVING

Akihiko KARrRIYAzoNO

The present study examined the effects of different forms of subgoal presentation
on problem solving (The Tower of Hanoi problem). Subjects solved the training task
with some subgoals. There were two types of training tasks in which the presentation
form of subgoals varied as follows : 1) Subjects were presented all subgoals simultane-
ously, and these subgoals were not removed until the subjects reached the final goals
(simultaneous presentation and non removal : Group SP-NR) ; 2) Subjects were
presented subgoals successively, these being removed when subjects reached each
subgoal (successive presentation and removal : Group SP-R). Subjects were divided
into either of the above mentioned training task conditions. F ollowing the training
task, subjects were to solve either of two different test tasks (one was identical with
the training task, the other was a varied task) without subgoals presented. The
results showed that Group SP-NR solved the test task faster than Group SP-R. The
finding suggested that the effects of presenting subgoals depended on the form of
presentation of subgoals.

Key word ; The Tower of Hanoi problem, subgoal, form of presentation of
subgoals, problem solving
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