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HOW YOUNG CHILDREN LEARN TO READ AND
SPELL YOO-ON (A SMALL-SIZED KANA CHARACTER)?

Megumi Misawa Exnpo

Yoo-on is a small-sized kana character which changes the high front vowel of the
preceding syllable to a semivowel and adds a new vowel, for example, [§i]+[ja] —
[ja] (Paradis, Hagiwara, and Hildebrandt, 1985). The following study investigated
young children’s reading and spelling (with 3 X3 cm hiragana cards) of 33 yoo-ons. 40
five-year-old or six-year-old children were tested longitudinally in two separate occa-
sions. Though not having been taught the reading nor spelling of yoo-on yet, many
children were found to be able to read or spell yoo-on, but seemed to be using different
strategies to read or spell the same yoo-on. Error analysis revealed that those able to
read more than about 10 yoo-ons correctly began to try reading yoo-ons convention-
ally, but those able to spell more than about 10 yoo-ons correctly began to invent
spellings on the basis of phonological structures of yoo-ons. It was argued that
frequency of the use of each yoo-on was not a critical factor in learning to read and
spell yoo-ons.

Key words : literacy, Japanese yoo-on, phonological awareness, invented spellings,
young children
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2T3BEHP DT OWT, IEA, 5EE, RAD
ik, BLURBRKCBY 2 HBSEE L SAEN L O
PEKD, ZOEXEP -2 L» 6 EMEE, M,
0.52, 0.49, 0.38, 0.55), [XF - FHiOFERABEEFOER
X, BEHXFEOTERT TR, BHREH2LID
12, IWWERTOXFERICN L THEEN . D)
72y HR LTz COWFRTIE, TARENDOREE L
THEE (1982) THRONLEHEZHOTWL 5,

WHOH L, BESHL LSO XEFBOER
RS ETHIBEMTLOTIES - 7208, UTR
NLEIRMERNDH B, B, FHAGEHAEDOR
FrLuoBWBRBRLEFEREEAEONR k- -5
BEMRLIBLESTWIETHS, 213, TTO
B EAOIEBEE L > T RWETH L, B3,
PEH (1982) DFEARESL, [EAL X ITEAE» X
AZL]TEAE L TEAE Y| OFLSLTEES R
HE2E0I LI 0SEREINARNTHY, MBLHEL

—114—

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japanese Associ ation of Educational Psychol ogy

B YROYETORAE S OHEAER 220

DT APTREZVWETH D, REWK, BARTDHL,
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