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DOES CHILDREN'S EXPERIENCE OF SELECTING A FAMILIAR OBJECT FOR
A NOVEL LABEL AFFECT THE FOLLOWING INTERPRETATION OF THE LABEL ?

Etsuko HARYU

In a previous study (Haryu, 1991) children were asked to choose one out of two
objects, familiar and unfamiliar, as the referent of a novel label under conditions where
it was clear that the novel label would refer to the familiar object, so that a familiar
object would be chosen. Then the children were asked whether the label was referring
to the familiar object. Three-year-olds were found to reject a novel label for a
familiar object presumably because they were inclined to find that category terms were
mutually exclusive. But five-year-olds accepted the novel label for a familiar object.
The present study aimed at testing the following two hypotheses. (1) Repeated
questioning misleads three-year-olds in rejecting a novel label for a familiar object ;
(2) Five-year-olds tend to interpret the label as being consistent with their choice in a
prior task. The result showed that the experience of choosing a familiar object in a
prior task did not affect interpretation of the label.

Key words : prior experience of choosing an object, label interpretation, mutual

exclusivity, repeated questioning.
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EREOFEHR (F(1,90) =637, p<.05) BEHE T, HAE
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RETIHID DL I TR eiss™ Lw»
NFEREZLT-oTEY, ZOHREDERBIZBWT
YELTH -

—7, NRBHOKHF SD) &, F4HR-S[+]
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AP eiEs” LW 8R (U) 05, fiE0ORR%E
EDHBLATOTWREF>U), BEORF L D%
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TABLE 2 The Number of Children who interpreted
novel labels in the following way. (F=
interpretation that the novel labels given
in the context refer to Familiar Objects. ;
U=interpretation that the labels refer to
Unfamiliar Objects.)
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BB EIET” EERLCWLRIEREZSNZD
Tliiewnh, s, FIhoBhnicTETHS .

IO RFRICHL TERE, COFERCENT
b, TRNVOERCETIHLEYRIR2 S0 L
W T, “IRVIZEHPIRET” LI BB I
Bt wir ki, FPREINVD
EmZOERONLHBECL, “TNVRIEEYEE
T” L5 L HWENERTEVILDTH o7,

Uizh3o T, $H4 (1991) @ (FBRETIES[+] Biedbi
2)EL R, BYERFEECIBAM ZEATEE 2
He, IRVOBRBECRZIALBEAYZHEL T»
ZIErRFEDILIDIE LG SDR, BYEROD L
WIRWVOBEREM S LI NEEFED, RILeE

HEVZLIRFEHC RSO ERT ARV,

T, ZOBRIE, BROBYELBFE L ORIG
REFESED LI BHMRERHFO I & ERL LATHR
(Siegaletal,198) WXL T, ¥DXIRIELE2FET
50, FHZEBW, FHUCHEMOEDELEZO L
SRMBEBEOEVIILETHEETHHDRDIES
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RET 24 BWERIETE) TNVORBRRIET %
TBEHET “FTNVBERAYMEET LI ERO:
nReT RIEVRE YL, izl bATT 2 BYRER
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TuitnwZ EERRLT, ORI, FEBIKEHST
BYREIRE S~ VORI E BRHIOFEEEZ 2L TEY,
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