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BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
— An Investigation of RITQ and TTS (Japanese Version)——

Masumi SUGAWARA, Satoru SHIMA, Mari Tobpa, Tatsuya SATO AND Toshinori KITAMURA

The main purpose of the study was to investigate dimensions of behavioral
characteristics in early childhood. Factor analysis of the Revised Infant Tempera-
ment Questionnaire (Carey & McDevitt, 1978) and the Toddler Temperament Scale
(Fullard, McDevitt & Carey, 1984) with a representative sample of 817 (RITQ) and 615
(TTS) Japanese children (RITQ : 6-month-old, TTS : 18-month-old) provided limited
empirical support for its original 9-dimension structure. Of the original 9 dimensions,
“rhythmicity”, “attention span and persistence” (RITQ and TTS) and “distractibity”,
“intensity of reaction” (TTS) emerged as relatively pure factors. The other factors
were named “fearfulness for stranger and strange situation”, “frustration tolerance”,
“audio-visual sensitivity”, “tactile sensitivity” and “sensitivity to food”. Comparison
of these factors with other studies showed possibility of synthesizing measurement of
behavioral characteristics in early childhood.

Key words : behavioral characteristics, infancy, toddlerhood, RITQ, TTS.
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