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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS FROM THE
VIEWPOINT OF DIFFERENTIATION AND INTERNALIZATION OF IDEAL IMAGES

Minako ITO

The purpose of this study was to clarify the psychological traits of juvenile
delinquents, from the relationship between two ideal images (social ideal and personal
ideal) and two self images (possible and real). In this study, developmental viewpoint
and the relationships among four images were given special importance. 113 juvenile
delinquents and 438 high shcool and college students (from 16 to 19 years, meles only)
responded to a SD scale containing 17 items of four concepts respectively, and a self
-esteem scale containing 10 items. The result showed that the delinquents marked
low score in <strength and seriousness)> factors of social ideal image, and high scores
in <{strength, tenderness and extroversion> factors of real-self image. This result
suggested juvenile delinquents had a self-megalomanic tendency and a weak nor-
mative sense. From the profiles of ideal images and the low correlation between the
ideal-real self discrepancy and the self-esteem score, it was clarified that young
juvenile delinquents had undifferentiated ideal images and their internalization of
social and personal ideal was weak, compared with a control group.

Key word : juvenile delinquents, social and personal ideal, developmental view-
point, differentiation and internalization of ideal images.
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