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A STUDY ON THE ACQUISITION OF NUMERICAL CLASSIFIERS AMONG YOUNG CHILDREN
——The development of human/animal categories and generation of the rule of classifiers applying——

Nobuko UcHIDA AND Mutsumi IMAI

This research examined the acquisition of human/animal numerical classifier categories
in preschool children. In Experiment 1, using an error detection paradigm, we examined
the developmental change of the knowledge 150 children possessed about classifiers.
Overall, even the youngest group of children (early 4-year-olds) were aware of the grammati-
cal function of classifiers, but they did not know the semantic criteria for each classifier
category until around their late 5 years of age. Experiment 2 examined 60 4- and 5-year-
olds who had not shown the sensitivity for the semantic rule dividing the hiki (small animal)
category and the tou (large animal) category. The results showed that the 5-year-olds only,
could spontaneously generate the correct rule and apply it to new items only through hearing
adults’ use of classifiers. Based on such results, the interplay between the linguistic input,
grammar and extra-linguistic cognitive categories in acquisition of classifiers was discus-
sed.

Key words : numerical classifier, preschool children, error detection paradigm, semantic
rule, interplay between the linguistic input and cognitive categories.
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2R 54)=8.76, p<.01), Sk X ERSOXHVERH (F(2,54)=840, p
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HEBERAETH YD, B 1 i3 hns,
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FEAREETIE, S5RIB9A, 4B, FNUET
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Wi o 7z, TABLE 4R LI RIVEBEDEH DT
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208, ABTRELFHRZ DO DT 25E
BIEEAETH- T, IHE, SEABRKEIENS
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ANOEEDEER W 2> THRFHOFE ST BRE ST
535 EDEK2 ZFRLTVLE,
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RRIRRETR

(1) EBRER HEB1 i, £YofEEsdRICLT,
MIEBENRED LI EB IR TW I LEZID EiT/,
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O, BRI S L1 S, LI NY—>Th-
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SN — NV OMERPEESELHLIIERIDZIDOTHS D,
(3 HF IV —Fm & BEEENESDORFR

EEOT—F» oL, SYOHETH -7z, B
FADHEB SN AL EE A H = X AO—IEHH S
WKahiz, £7, $R¥EE»S, 2 2L 323, K
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TRIufy b bEBELASEET 200805 1
THAB) (.S, 510 A¥OFutavhofliang k3w
BEOZLLHD D 21255) LI EIEMUKIT T g
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