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TON—)LOEEME S L /2 Smetana (1981) T,
SR AR 22V — v GEfE) &R %t SR EER O
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Empathy and Role-Taking Ability :
Guilt Feelings in 5-Year-Old Preschoolers

TAKAYUKI ISHIKAWA (GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY, DOSHISHA UNIVERSITY) AND
IcHIRO UcHIYAMA (DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY, DOSHISHA UNIVERSITY) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2001, 49, 60—68

Influences of both empathy and role-taking ability on guilt feelings were investigated in a study in which
participants were 5-year-old preschoolers. Guilt feelings were induced by manipulating interpersonal
situations and rule-breaking situations. 100 preshoolers were assessed on the following indices : guilt,
empathy, and role-taking ability. Guilt was measured in terms of “feeling sorry” ; empathy, by the Affective
Situation Test ; and role-taking ahility, by Selman’s Task. The results indicate that empathy influenced
guilt feelings in the interpersonal situation, and role-taking ability affected guilt feelings in the rule-breaking
situation.

Key Words : guilt feelings, empathy, role-taking ability, 5-year-old preschoolers
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