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Teacher’s Instructions and Childven’s Cognition of
Small Group Learning

TAKUHIKO DEGUCHT (GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, NAGOYA UNIVERSITY) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2001, 49, 219—229

The purpose of the present research was to investigate the relation between teacher’s instructions and
children’s cognition of small group learning. 495 children (4th to 6th grades) and 16 teachers completed
questionnaires. The children’s questionnaire covered their cognition of small group learning ; the teachers’
questionnaire, frequency of usage of small group learning instructions. Instructions were divided by cluster
analysis into “discussion” and “participation and cooperation.” On the basis of the frequency (high-low) of
those 2 instructions, the children were divided into 4 groups. In order to determine if there were any
differences in the children’s cognition in these 4 groups, analyses of variance were performed. The results
showed the following : (1) in the group that received both types of instructions, the children had the best
cognition of small group learning ; (2) in the group that received only discussion instructions, the children had
the least good cognition.

Key Words : small group learning, instructions, elementary school children
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