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Positive Class Participation by Elementary School Pupils :
Motiwation and Differences in Grade and Gender

Mrrsuyo FUSE (GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, NAGOYA UNIVERSITY), HIDESHI KODAIRA (ST. MARY'’s COLLEGE, NAGOYA)
AND FUMITAKA ANDO (ICHINOMIYA WOMEN'S JUNIOR COLLEGE) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2006, 54, 534—545

The purposes of the present study were to examine the relation between positive class participation and
children’s motivation, and to observe any differences in grade and gender. Correspondence of the children’s
cognition of their positive class participation and their teachers’ evaluations was also examined. In Study
1, items reflecting positive participation in class were collected from teachers’ reports on children’s behavior
in class. In Study 2, 20 teachers (average age 40.7 years) and 557 children in their third- to sixth-grade
classrooms were asked to complete questionnaires, including an inventory of positive class participation.
The results were as follows : (1) Pupils’ positive class participation was categorized into 3 behaviors : “eye
contact and listening,” “raising the hand and saying something,” and “preparation and homework.” (2)
There was an especially strong relation between “eye contact and listening” and the children’s motivation.
(3) Positive class participation was generally negatively correlated with grade in school. (4) The teachers
could accurately recognize some, but not all, forms of participation. (5) Teaching style was related to
positive class participation and the children’s cognition of their behavior.

Key Words : positive participation in elementary school class, teachers’ cognition of their classes,
motivation, elementary school children
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