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EITOERDD 2 ey 2 BEBEEFEEZZO 2
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Effects of Context on Understanding the Meaning of Messages
Written by Using Pictograms and Japanese Characters

KAzUko FUISAWA (KYOTO DEAF SCHOOL) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2008, 56, 303 —317

The purpose of the present experiment was to investigate how context or prior knowledge given to
participants in advance would influence the correctness of their comprehension of messages that consisted
of pictograms written with Japanese characters. University students (N =96) were required to interpret 2
messages comprised entirely of pictograms accompanied by Japanese characters. The 4 conditions were as
follows : (a) no context was given in advance (NC), (b) information was provided about the sender and the
sender’s relation to the receiver (R), (¢) a keyword for the topic was provided (K), and (d) all the above
information was provided in advance (RK). The results showed that the context given in advance to the
groups getting either a keyword or all the information played an influential role in the participants’
understanding of the sender’s intentions in the pictogram messages. This suggests that appropriate schemas
were activated by this prior knowledge, and that that in turn may have facilitated the appropriate interpreta-
tion of the messages.

Key Words : pictograms with Japanese characters, context, schema, communication, communicative
intention
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