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the rural school children resulting from their attendance at the urban larger secondary school.

The personality changes were investigated from the following five aspects; scholastic records,
the ways in which the pupil views his school life, peer and friendship groups, pupil behavior
ratings by the irteachers, and Y-G Personality Test results.

1) Scholastic records of 4537 rural school pupils were collected from their cumulative
records. Generally the results indicate that their ratings are lower than those of the
standard group and that the trends continues in a similar manner over the three grades during
secondary school attendance.

2) The rural pupils (418) and the standard group (525) were investigarted by the use
of a questionnaire with regard to their experiences and feelings about their school life and
peers. The rural pupils appear to have adjusted in a calm, secure, passive and negative
way to learning, their teachers and their school life; they do not display any of the more
striking problem feelings toward the factors than the standard group and nor was there any
change over the three grades. ’

3) Their personality traits were obtained through the behavior ratings which consisted of. ‘
20 paired items and the Y-G Personality Test. On the behavior ratings the rural pupils
were rated less isolated, sad, resistive but not as good in their achievements of school subjects
and not as positive in learning activities as the standard group, in the first and the second
grades; in the third grade the subject pupils were rated strikingly poorer in achievements, negative
in learning actvities, more un-sociable, of the non-leadership type, and of the non-popularity type,
etc. . That is to say, the personality characteristics of the rural pupils while not conspicuous
in the lower grades, they become clearer in the higher grades. On the Y-G Personality Test,
the rural pupils are of more A-Type and C-Type in the lower grades but this tendency

decreases in the higher grades.

RURAL EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT THROUGH THE ‘GUIDE-SYSTEM’

The ‘Guide-system’ is one of the organizations for group guidance. Two children form
a team which we call a kombi. This team is the nucleus of a group and a unit of classroom
activities. A group which consists of three kombis is provided with a guide as a leader,
and this guide leads the group in all classroom activities and learning.

Through this guide-system we have tried to develop pupil cooperativeness and improve the
effects of indirect guidance in a compound class. In this study we purposed to examine
the changes in personality development of the rural children after our practising the guide-
system for three years. The subjects were 123 Moshiri Primary-Secondary School children,
in Horokanai, Hokkaido. The following tests were administered to them three times to ex-
amine their developmental changes in 1962, 1964, and 1967.

1) Kyoken-siki achievement tests. According to the results, their achievement in school
subjects generally improved.

2) Sociometric tests. The results showed that the psychological distance between the

subjects was reduced and their human relations became more close.
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3) The degree of frustration covering 20 items selected from their home lives was inve-
stigated. The results showed that the degree of frustration decreased in all grades.

4) According to the responses to a questionnaire on their attachment to their native village,
the number of the subjects who wanted to live there has been increasing.

5) The changes in their emotional meaning space were examined by Osgood’s semantic

differential method. The meaning of six concepts—-‘school,” study,” ‘father’, ‘mother,” ‘home,’

2

and ‘assistance of domestic affairs moved in the direction of the “likes-axis”.

6) The social climate of this community was rated by the teachers, inhabitants, and
youths in the Moshiri community. In this rating, opinions were gathered utilizing Stephen-
son’s Q—technique. They all recognized that this community had become more democratic,

more active, and more rational each year.

SYMPOSIUM 1

REFLECTION ON EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
IN POST-WAR JAPAN

Chairman : Mantaro Kido (Hokkaido University of Education)
Discussants: Arata Yoda (Japan Women’s College)

Kinju Matsumoto (Tohoku University)

Keisuke Sawada (University of Tokyo)

Aritsune Tsuzuki (Nagoya University)

Yasumasa Miki (University of Tokyo)

, At the beginning Chairman, Kido explained the significance of this Symposium. Then
the discussants reported on the theme. Here are some of their points. -

Yoda: (From general point of view)

- The principal cause of the barreness of educational psychology in Japan is that it was
imported from U.S.A. and transplanted uncritically without due consideration of the specifiic
conditions prevailing in Japan.

Although educational psychology in its ideal form must be closely connected with educa-
tional practice, we should be cautious in applying the various findings to practice. In my
opinion, more basic studies should be conducted patiently and steadily for some time to come.

Matsumoto: (From the view point of child psychology and the psychology of adolescence)

Educational psychology in post-war Japan has not been adapted to the contemporary world
where opposing social forces are at work. We must try hard to construct our own educa-

tional psychology by taking the materialistic-dialectical position.
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