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Kubota made an approach to the subject from a standpoint of pre-school education,
Endo from that of primary school education and Yokoyama from his experience of a
“movement for making play yards” in which he himself engaged.

Kubota gave a concrete example of play activities led by an idea that they must be based
on those things which children are most interested in. In this case the children drew from
their activities a burning point for open discussion and build up a kind of hypothesis on the
point which they verified afterwards.

Although Suzuki made much of the fact that the play is an activity of “child-initiative
type” in contrast to “adult-initiative” learning, he said the mutual influence between these two
types of activities should not be disregarded.

Yokoyama lays stress on the tensional relations between conceptual cognition and
practical cognition.

To put it shortly, the reason why recent children have their play taken away is that our
society today has gone so far from normal as to affect every teaching activities in many of
educational systems. Therefore, although it is important to accept the significance of play
in childhood in relation with their learning, the defect of teaching activities can not be
fulfilled simply by making the play complete.

This conclusion was accepted among the audience.

Independent Symposium 1

ON THE LANGUAGE OF CHILDREN: THE
PSYCHOLINGUISTIC PROBLEMS ON LAN-
GUAGE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN

September 11 9:30am- 12:00 am R. 10 (421)
Organizer : Shozo Muraishi (Mational Language Research Institute)
Reporter : Akiko Komura (Kyoto University)
Toru Watamaki (Kyushu University)
Junichi Iwata (National Language Research Institute)
Iwao Takahashi (Seiwa Junior College)
Disputant : Kiyoshi Amano (Kyushu University)

This symposium was taken to discuss on the relativity and universality in language,
contrasting the studies of language development with N.A. Chomsky’s generative grammor
and J. Piaget’s cognitive psychology.

A. Komura presented “On the development of grammar in two-word sentences period”
and refered to the syntactic case relation of 1 year-old child. Analyzing utterance data on
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a child T., she found as follows : (1) The particles (Joshi) were used from 19th month to 21th
month concentratically. (2) Most fundamental cases were subjective case and objective case.
(3) The acquisition of each case was closely related with usage of verbs. Then, she recom-
mended that semantics was essential to syntactic approach.

T. Watamaki presented “On the development of syntax in the earlier twoword sentence
period. Analyzing utterance data on a child F., he found as follows: (1) Most of utterance
were ‘“subject +predicative verb”, “object+ predicative verb”. (2) The child has gotten the
fundamental rule of word order which sentence was used to accompany a verb in sentence
-end in Japanese. Then, he refered that it was difficult to applicate the pivot-open structure
theory to acquisition of Japanese.

J.Iwata reviewed the modern vocabulary studies on “The relation of word-understanding
and cognition”. He commented as follows: (1) The traditional quantitative approach has
changed to the qualitative one under the influence of cognitive psychology (J. Piaget etc.). (2)
Main topics were on the relation of egocentric cognition and language acquisition (C.
Chomsky), the meaning conservation (H. Sinclair), the differentiation of dimensiones in
object, (M.P. Maratsos), and the differentiation of spatial & temporal relation (E.V. Clark).
(3) What extent to the cognitive structure we can catch depends on the depth of the vocab-
ulary understanding test.

1. Takahashi presented the result of six year’s follow up study since the birth of his son,
on “The linguistic approach for vocabulary acquisition”. According to his result, his son
acquired above 9000 words before full six years old. These were rich in number far beyond
ones of any other past studies. And he concluded that one of the main factor to make
vocabulary richer was the longer recording times. He expended 10 hours every day in
recording his son’s speech.

After questions and answers on the basis of these presentations, K. Amano commented
on (1) the identification of word unit in Japanese, (2) the relativity between meaning and
form, (3) the pivot-open structure theory, the relation between language and cognition.
Then he recommened the importance of “Lexico-grammatical aspect” to language develop-
ment study.
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