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THE EDUCATIONAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON THE

DEVEROPMENT OF A POTENTIAL ABILITY AND THE FORMATION

OF A COMPENSATIONAL FUNCTION OF THE BLIND INFANTS
——First Braille Instruction—

Mamoru Shintani (Faculty of Education, Tohoku University)

i. Early stage instruction in braille was given
to an infant (E.M. (female)),
from severe partial-seeing, from the age of 1 year

who was suffering

2 months to 4 years 9 months. The subject showed
normal mental development and also a degree of
spontaneity sufficiently high to enable her to per-
form well in the exercises described in part 1. Be-
ginning with a comparatively rough training of the
whole finger operation, we aimed at developing the
subject’s tactile perception including moving tactile
perception, which mainly depends upon the sensiti-
vity of the finger tip, so that she could distinguish
small, fine objects.

ii. The final stage started with instruction in the

number, arrangement, and position of the dots and
the regularity of the position, developing in the
subject a perception of the form composed by the
dots. With this step-by-step,

struction in braille, the subject attained the ability

first fundamental in-
by the age of 4 years 1 month, to read with her
finger normal sized braille of the “7” series, “#”

@A

and “#7, as well as words composed of these le-
tters and already part of the subject’s vocabulary.
By the age of 4 years 9 months, the subject was
able to read a) the braille of “2”, “#7,
the “#”, “&#”, “3” and “~" series and even, b)

picture

“::I” al’ld

with some help, braille-written,

books.

tangible,

APPLICATION OF SIGN LANGUAGE TO SEVERELY RETARDED

AND AUTISTIC CHILDREN

Kaoru Yamaguchi (Tokyo Gakugei University)

For the last ten years, sign languages as alter-
natives to speech have been applied to severely re-
tarded children as well as autistic children and some
of them have been found to be effective.

This study was to verify the effectiveness of sign
languages applied to severely retarded and autistic
children and to see whether or not sign languages

learned by these children promote their verbaliza-

tiom.

Three methods were compared : 1) simultaneous
communication, 2) sign languages only, and 3) oral
method. The simultaneous communication method
was found to be better than the other two methods
in terms of acquisition of sign languages, promo

tion verbalization and generalization.
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