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THE DEVELOPMENT OF PIAGET’S THEORY : ON THE CENTENARY OF JEAN PIAGET’S BIRTH

Kikuko OHAMA

(Komazawa University)

Piaget (1896-1980)’s output was regularly formidable over a period of sixty years with
posthumous publications continuing to appear in the decade after his death. If there is one
single concept that pervades the entire oeuvre, it is equilibrium. Piaget’s venture was the
elaboration of a scientific epistemology. What Piaget calls genetic epistemology is funda-
mentally constructivist and its main objective is to study the transition from early, simple
forms of knowledge to more complex and powerful constructs. To account for the
dynamics of development moving in a certain direction, Piaget elaborated a model of
equilibration with regulatory mechanisms. The origins of this idea go back to a novel
entitled Recherche that Piaget wrote as a young man. Throughout his life he continued to
refine this model; during the last decade of his life, he renewed his functionalistic vein,
switching from research on structures to research on processes, analyzing cognizance,
contradictions and dialectics in terms of the subordination of mental operations to broader
forms of functioning and the opening up of new possibilities and necessities.
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