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TEACHERS’ ATTITUDE FOLLOWING THE GREAT HANSHIN EARTHQUAKE, AND
PROBLEMS CONCERNING CHILDREN’S EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS

Hirofumi ARABORI

On January 17, 1995 at 5 : 46 am., the Hanshin area (Hyogo Prefecture) was hit for the
first time in history by a severe earthquake with a high magnitude of 7: a type of earth-
quake unexpected in a greatly populated city. How did schools, having to face such a
devastating earthquake, cope with the victims’ casualities ? Also, how much damage was
done to school buildings or broken lines, and how schools did restart their activities ?
More than anything else, how did teachers involve themselves facing the deeply wounded
hearts of young children and students ? 1 would like to give a report from the actual scene
on how teachers involved themselves directly regarding the earthquake disaster, and

indirectly how dedicated they were toward the refugees, the schools and students.
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