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Cooperative Learning and the Improvement of School Learning
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Educational psychology can greatly improve educational practice. Using educational psychology
to elucidate learning principles is especially useful. Educational psychologists who study practice must
not restrict their study to psychological methodology. Rather they should think about the issues onto
which they wish to throw light. In the present manuscript, the relation of the study of cooperative
learning (CL) to educational practice is introduced. CL was created to enable the pedagogical imple-
mentation of essential principles of educational psychology. A wide variety of contributions of CL to
school learning are described, in particular the following: a method for making lessons more comprehen-
sible to students, and a model of how teachers could work together to build a curriculum. Educational
psychology can help identify principles necessary to improve educational practice, and can also help
make teacher practice more scientific and effective.
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