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A Rule Called“Nenbutsu-Zashi”
Shunji Shinohara

Rules which were said available in Edo era in Japan included a “Setchi (compromised) rule”, “Kyoho
rule”, “Matashiro rule”, and “Nenbutsu rule”.

Concerning the “Nenbutsu rule” among them, legend has it since Meiji era that the rule was made by
copying the graduations carved on the Buddhist stupa which was digged out in Mt. Ibuki in Omi-no
~kuni, i.e. present Shiga Prefecture. This story has been made a common opinion up to now with
various dictionaries of Japanese or cyclopedias of the history inserting it.

This essay pointed first that there was already a research which had wondered about hxstorlcal
existence of a “Setchi rule” and “Kyoho rule” and emphasized that the two rules should be reex-
amined whether they really existed in Edo era.

Then the essay set a problem to the above-mentioned origin and legend of the “Nenbutsu rule”,
introduced the readers an oral tradition spreading in Kyoto and developed the names and addresses
of three munufacturers of that rule, based on various literal materials in Edo era.

The essay says that the “Nenbutsu rule” represents the typical rules in Japan and it was found the
brand name of a bamboo-made linear scale, (later a bamboo-made “Whale measure” for cloth
measurement) munufactured in Kyoto and its vicinity from the latter Edo era to Meiji and Taisho
era. Since the Bunsei and Tempo period in Edo era, the “Nenbutsu Rule” also won a good reputation
about its accuracy among researchers of the scales and especially was often used by Dutch translators
or western gunnery researchers for conversion from various western scales to Kanejaku, the regular
shaku. In the literary field, too it was one of the most famous articles which appeared in Kamigata
-Rakugo (comic stories in the Osaka-Kyoto district) or joke books, but when entering Showa era,
it declined and disapeared.

At last the essay emphasized that the further research of relics will be required in order to scientifi-
cally clarify the length of “Nenbutsu rule”, e.g. by contacting old families kept from Edo era as objects
of the study.
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