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An Ancient Korean Unit Length Approximate to Komashaku of Ancient Japan

Shuku Yamamoto

The Sataekjijeok Stele (F)EEMIEM) which is the subject of this study was found in Buyeo
city (¥k4rT) of Korea in 1948, and now it is exibited in Buyeo National Museum of Korea. This
city was the last capital of Kingdom of Baekje (&%) , existing from 18 B. C. to A. D. 660, and
Sataekjijeok was one of the government officials of ruling class in that kingdom. He erected a
stone stele in A. D. 654, nowadays called Sataekjijeok Stele. (See PLATE)

The author attempted to detect the unit langth used for the both lines, vertiecal and laterral ,
which enclose fifty six Chinese characters engraved on the stele face by the use of observed length
of the lines. (See FIGURE) As the result of his calculation, the fact was fond that the unit length,
namely“shaku”, used for drawing the lines on the stele face measures 35.55 cms. The unit length
thus found is very approximate to Japanese komashaku (ZBEER) , ranging from about 35.5 to
36cms, used in Asuka period of Japan, which extended from the end of the 6th century to the
beginning of the 8th century.

Upto the present time, it has not yet been clarified from where the komashaku was introduced
into Japan. The use of the unit length measuring 35.55cms found in Korea can be an evidence for
the fact that the Komashaku might possibly have come from the Korean peninsula. This supposi-
tion caused the author to report his discovery abovementioned in this paper.
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