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On “The Phantom Ancient Linear Measure: There was no Kokuryo Scale ”
Jun NISHIMURA

The purpose of this paper is to review the Hiroshi ARAI’s study( “The Phantom Ancient
Linear Measure: There was no Kokuryo Scale ”,Yoshikawakobunkan,1992).

He fails to account for papers which are closely relevant to his. It would be untrue to
think that no one finds a linear measure about 0.27m, developed an objective analysis and
a computer-calculation method to estimate linear measures before- his study. Ken AMAKASU
finds a linear measure about 0.27m in “A Study on Square-front Round-back Tumuli: About
Shapes and Measures” ,Toyo Buka Kenkyusho Kiyo,Vol.37,1965. Syuku YAMAMOTO introduces
mathematical method in “Signs showing that Linear Scale of Posterior Wei Dynasty,China
was used in Ancient Japan” ,Bulletin of the Society of Historical Metrology,Japan.Vol.5,No
1,1984. Jun NISHIMURA developes a computer-calculation method to estimate a linear mea-
sure in “Design and Measuring Unit of Large Square-front Round-back Tumuli in Kinki Area” ,
Journal of the Archaeological Society of Nippon,Vol.73,Nol,1987.

His contribution is what he trys to introduce hypothesis test into estimating ancient
linear measures.This try,however,isn’t successful for many reasons.

He defines “YE¥J5c%(E” as an index to know whether a linear measure is used.But this
index doesn’t function well.

How to set a significance level is wrong.

Another problem is what his method is seemingly objective but subjective judgements are
done at various stages of his method. His argument distorts the truth.

For this reason,I cannot bring myself to accept that his hypothesis is truth.
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