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THE HISTORY OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES IN CHINA

Qiu Guangming, Yang Ping

Institute of Management of the State Bureau of The Technology Supervision

Chinese civilization is one of the oldest in the world. Just as the culture
and history, the ancient system of weights and measures in China lasted
continually. With a great number of facts, this is reflected in my book “A
RESEARCH ON ANCIENT WEIGHTS AND MEASURES THROUGH THE AGES IN CHINA”" . The
oldest system of weights and measures in ancient China set up gradually during
the time from the Shang Dynasty, when decimal bone ruleré vere used, to the Qin
Danasty, when the First Emperor of the Qin Standardized the system of weights
and measures, and it has been continually used for about two thousand years.
After changes of many dynasties, we can still find out the unit values of
weights and measures which are close to the true. there is no doubt that these
values are of great importance in the study of Chinese history and the history
of science and technology.

Not later than the time of the Warring States (770-221 B.C.), a set of
nearly perfect management rules of weights and measures set up and gradually
some laws were formed and written down on articles or bamboo piecies. These
rules ensured the implement of the system of weights and measures.

In ancient China, people paid special attention to the standard instruments.
In the time of Warring States, some standard instruments were issued by the
government, such as Shangyang Square Sheng in Qin, Lishi Measure in Qi, and so
on. And then, The governments of the dynasties following issued their standard
instruments. From the old objects and the relics, we can see the high level of
technology of our ancestors. The ancient Chinese people also kept trying to
make standard by natural objects, for instance, to decide measurement by
ranging millets. though the ways different from the modern thought,vthe
results are the sanme.

The Chinese history of weights and measures is very important in the
history of civilization of mankind. Another book “A HISTORY OF ¥WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES IN CHINA” with more information will soon come out.
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