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Construction and Unit of Keyhole—shaped Burizﬁ Mounds (4) -
Susumu M[YAKAWA

| Discussions concerning the conﬁgura‘cioﬁ of keyhole-shaped burial mounds have
often been cafricd out on the overall premise and preconception that they conform to a
"bilaterally sym.metr‘ic'al‘ figure." However, detailed observation of surveyed drawings and
the fesults of thmulus‘sur\?cys have revealed that a surprisingly large number of keyhole—-
shaped burial 1hou'?1ds are bilaterally asymmetrical. If anything, keyhole-shaped burial
moundsvthat possess a completely bilaterally asymmetrical configuration in the true sense
of the word are rarely found: - Even in cases where the tumulus is bilaterally symmetrical,
the overall configuration including moats and outer embankments is asymmetrical in
certain cases. .

In this paper, we havve shown examples of types of bilaterally asymmetrical tumuli
that are particularly distinctive among keyhole—shaped tombé for their characteristic
construction, which features rectangular corners at the | sgctipd lfrbnt cndhhdékaggcrdted
bulges at the other. | |

The existence of keyhole-shapcd burial mounds with stylized asyxnlhetricial tumuli
concéivably accounts for actual conditions in the; pe:jod:\of'burial mounds, such as varying |
burial mound religious rites due to the differing tumulus configurations, the non-uniform

nature of their genealogy or systems of rule, or other such conceivable conditions.
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