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Goto Shirobei family’ s fundo ( metal weights ) business

Akira BABA

In Edo Period Goto Shirobei family monopolized manufacture and sale of the official metal
weights. Their founder was Goto Yujo who was in the service of Ashikaga Yoshimasa. Goto familiy’s
business was constituted of three works as a goldsmith, a big gold coin maker and a metal weight
maker. These works were not quite separate, but their management and operation are basically
independent. Search and Study for Goto family as an official metal maker is now later to my regret.
The largest reason is that we do not know where historical materials of Goto family are. On the
foundation of the Ministry of Education we are now arranging them in all over Japan. I would like
to offer information. And I want to take a bird-eye view of realization and formation of metal weight
office, and method of sale and examination of metal weights in this report.
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