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Is the stature of human body qualified as a unit?
—lack of additivity demonstrated by comparison with the fathom—
TAKATA Seiji

The stature of human body is recognized to serve as several kinds of standard of length
measurement, e.g., the ranking of attack shoot height in volleyball match as well as the gauge
for discrimination between children and adults in city traffic. This paper discusses, in
parallel with these examples, whether or not the stature of human body can be qualified as a
metrological unit.

A number of historical topics, say, the origin of old French unit foise, the approximate
equality of staturewith the unit fathom are dealt with and finally demonstrated that the stature
in practice does not fulfill the condition of additivity, which is essential feature of the
units of extensive quantities, while the fathom is additive and qualified as the unit.
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