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EXPLORATIONS OF THE THEORY
OF ERROR IN ANCIENT CHINA

Guan Zengjian Liu Zhiguo

(Zhengzhou University) (Zhengzhou Engineering University)

Explorations of the theory of error in ancient China were both plentiful and fruitful. Aware

that errors could not be avoided in measurement, the ancient Chinese probed into the factors
causing errors in measurement and the methods of reducing them. They also made some theoretical
analyses on the comcept of error. These explorations parts of the history of measurement in

China.
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