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The Year of Invention of the Chino-Japanese Letter Symbols for the Metric Units
Kazuyoshi KAWASAKI

The Metric System of Units for measurement, proposed and materialized in France, was later
intorduced into Japan and thus brought forth difficulties in expression. Noticeable is that
Japanese invented not a few Chino-Japanese letters which represent the Metric units as well
as their multiples and sub-multiples. The year of this invention, however, has not been clear.

This paper, summarizing and analyzing the relevant literatures, suggests that the <Shirio
Kikkawa's opinion in support of the 15th year of the Meiji era> be more plausible than other
opinions, for example, that in support of the <24th year of the Meiji eray, in view of the
authoritative career of Kikkawa in the field weights and measures in Japanese governmental
bodies.
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