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The Japanese System of Weights in the 8th
Century

Akiko OHSUMI

Studied was the real state of Japanese

weights in the 8th century (the Nara period)

on the basis of the Shosoin-monjo (IE&FZC
3=

B

the ancient documents preserved in the
Shosoin Archive),
registering the purchase and supply of some

particularly the books

balances. The result revealed that in Japan,
differently from the Chinese custom of
limiting the use of the shokin(/IsJT, the
weights which correspond to about 220g) to
such lighter objects as medicine, there was
no clear distinction between the use of the
shékin and that of the daikin (K&, the
weights of about 670g). Seemingly in practise,
the shokin had been preferred to weigh with
such precision as one ryo (i, ca. 42g), while
the daikin with lesser precision.
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