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An Empirical Study of the Weights Engraved with Signature
— Manufactured by Kojyo, Yutoku,and Tokujo GOTO—

Kenji YMADA, Toshihisa MORIKAWA, Hiroshi IRINO, Hitoshi OGAWA

Abstract

The GOTO family had manufactured weights since the early modern era in Japan. After
Nobunaga ODA (1534-1582) gave the GOTO family the charter in the fifth of Tensyo era(1577),
the monopoly had began. There were 7 weights that were excavated from the ruins of Osaka
castle in 2000. There were two kinds of weights on which were engraved the signatures (kaou)
of the GOTO family. The one was singed by Yutoku GOTO (years of birth and death unknown),
and the other was by Kojo GOTO (1529-1620). These signatures were carved on the back of the
weights. In this time, Hirosi Ogawa, a member of our team, investigated a weight preserved
in the Japanese Folk Museum in Nagano prefecture. Our team confirmed that the weight was
manufactured by Tokujo GOTO (1548-1631) by inspection of the signature.

As a result of our investigations into those weights, we identified the serial existence
of the weights that were signed by Kojo and Tokujyo, who were the head of the GOTO family,
Yutoku GOTO, as well forefather of Hishi GOTO family. Moreover, at the end of our
investigations, we went through all the weights that were manufactured during the regime
of Hideyoshi TOYOTOMI (1537-1598) and Nobunaga ODA by the GOTO family
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