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Is length of “Hiro” five shakus or six ?
About the length unit “Hiro” in Japanese classic boat documents.

Tetsuhiro MATSUI

Abstract

A unit of length Hiro was widely used in Japanese shipbuilding ancient documents. According to the
dictionary of the units, Hiro was interpreted as “the length covered by stretched arms ” or “ five shakus
or six 7. Hiro seems to have indefinite length. In order to decode shipbuilding ancient documents, I
tried to make length of Hiro clear. 1 collected examples of Hiro and analyzed the contents. Hiro has two
fold meanings of the human body length unit and linear measure unit. Hiro had wide variety of length
(4.5/5/5.5/6/8 syakus). Which was real length? From many real examples of measurement in Hiro,
I searched for length of Hiro. Most of real length of Hiro were evaluated 1.5 m to be equal to around
1.5 m, that is about five shakus. As a result, Hiro in the shipbuilding ancient documents could

be interpreted to correspond to about five shakus.
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