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K.Amano’s studies on the history of modern physics
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Abstract

Kiyoshi Amano was an eminent historian of science as well as excellent physicist. Amano’s studies on the history
of science covered two fields, the history of Japanese weights and measures and that of modern physics. Among his
many works on the history of modern physics, the most celebrated ones were Netsu-fukusha-ron to Ryoshi-ron no
Kigen[Thermal Radiation Studies that led to the Genesis of Quantum Theory, the starting volume of Science Classics
Collection] (1943) and the posthumous book Ryoshi-rikigaku-shi[History of Quantum Mechanics](1948,emended
ed.1973). Both of them were highly praised immediately after the publication and have had a great influence on almost
all the Japanese historians of modern physics. This paper attempts to survey Amano’s pioneering work on the history
of modern physics, the intellectual and social background of his achievement, and Amano’s influence on the postwar

historians of modern physics.
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