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Historical changes in the concept of density and the Kyoho
Reformation in Edo Period in Japan

Kunimitsu NAKAMURA

Abstract

The concept of density is thought to be one of the representative examples of the basic concepts in modern science. In the first
part of this paper, will be presented, chronologically (as the warp yarn), the results of research regarding the reception of the concept
of density into Japan in the Edo Period ; this part being a follow-up to my article published in the Bulletin of the Society of Historical
Metrology, Vol.30,No.1(N0.34),2008. During first half of the Edo Period (from the 17™ century to the beginning of the 18™), the
concept of density was accepted and used by ordinary people in their daily life. During the middle of that Period, however, the
concept was neglected and it suffered from setback. Now, in the second half of this paper, apart from the chronology, will be
introduced (as the woof yarn) five typical examples of events which took place during the Kyoho Reformation. The Reformation is

considered to be a watershed in-between “the age of development”and “that of stagnation and regression”.
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