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M Abstract

The coexistence of recurring utterance and echolalia
observed in a patient with severe aphasia

Mari Higashikawa* Kazuo Hadano**

A case of severe aphasia exhibiting both recurring utterances and echolalia is reported. The
patient produced stereotypic speech consisting of the word “nakanaka,” with variations including the
addition of several suffixes (e.g. “nakanaka-bui”) or agglutinating particles (e.g. “nakanaka
~damon-ne”). The authors regarded this speech behavior as recurring utterances in the fluctuating
stage (Alajouanine 1956) and semistereotypic speech (Hadano, et al 1997). In addition to recurring
utterances, the patient frequently produced mitigated and complete echolalias in conversation. The
coexistence of recurring utterances and echolalias in a patient with aphasia may be very rare, because
the authors could find only one case report, which Stengel (1947) described in general terms.
Traditional symptomatologies of aphasia, for example the classical theory (Geschwind 1965) based
on Wernicke (1874)-Lichtheim (1885)’s model, cannot explain the coexistence of recurring utter-
ances and echolalia. Recurring utterances are always observed in total or global aphasias, while,
echolalia is a representative symptom of transcortical aphasias. Here, we discuss various problems of
automatic speech observed in aphasic speech disturbances.

*Department of Speech-Language-Hearing Therapy, Rehabilitation Center, Eisei Hospital. 583-15, Kunugida-cho, Hachiouji-shi,
Tokyo 193-0942, Japan
**Shiga Prefectural Mental Health Center
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