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W Abstract

A study on the mechanism of verbal perseveration in aphasic patients

Yasuhiro Miyazaki*  Jun Tanemura** Jishu Ito**
Kimiko Sanbou*** Mayumi Fukumoto****

The purpose of this study was to consider the mechanism of perseveration errors. In this study,
we analyzed the perseveration errors of eight aphasic patients. The errors occurred as responses to
a picture naming task.

The authors classified the perseveration errors into immediate or delayed types according to the
duration between the first and second appearances of the item, and analyzed any semantic and
phonemic similarities between the perseveration errors and the target words. The results, suggested
that the incidence of similarity with the delayed type in semantically or phonemically similar words
is higher than that of the immediate type.

The incidence of perseveration was influenced by both semantic and phonemic similarities.
Selection disorders in semantic and phonological processing are thought to play a role in the
appearance of delayed type perseveration. Therefore, not only transfer disorder but also selection
disorder may relate to the mechanism of perseveration errors.

*Center of Rehabilitation, Kawasaki Medical School Hospital. 577, Matsushima, Kurashiki-shi, Okayama 701-0192, Japan
**Department of Sensory Sciences, Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare
***Department of Rehabilitation, Kurashiki Kousai Hospital

****Department of Rehabilitation, Kojima Central Hospital
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