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B Abstract

Relationship between long-term prognosis and lesion site
in aphasia without anarthrie

Yoshitaka Nakagawa* Tomoyuki Kojima* Yoko Sano* Masahiro Kato**

In this paper we studied the relationship between long-term prognosis and lesion sites in aphasic
patients without anarthrie. The subjects were 25 right-handed aphasic patients without anarthrie
whose progress we could monitor for at least two years after onset. The etiology of all the subjects
was cerebral infarction. The subjects were divided into three groups according to general scores on
the Standard Language Test of Aphasia (SLTA) at the point when performance reached a plateau,
i.e., high score group, middle score group, and low score group. In each subject, lesions in 12 brain
areas and three types of generalized brain damage—cortical atrophy, ventricular dilatation (VD),
and lacunar infarct—were studied by MRI and/or CT. The results showed the proportions of subjects
with lesion in Broca’s area and/or inferior temporal gyrus and those with VD and/or lacunar infarct
were significantly higher in the low score group than in the middle or high score groups. These
findings suggest that 1) forward and/or back-downward extension of the lesion site and 2)
dysfunction of the residual brain arising from subcortical pathology hinder recovery from aphasia
without anarthrie in the form of internal language disorders.

* Department of Rehabilitation, Edogawa Hospital. 2-24-18, Higashikoiwa, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 133-0052, Japan
** Department of Neurology, Edogawa Hospital

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



