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Bl Abstract

Role of the contra-lateral hemisphere in functional recovery from aphasia

Hiroko Igarashi* Tomoyuki Kojima* Yoko Sano* Masahiro Kato**

We experienced the case of a 59-year-old male who had originally suffered from aphasia after
cerebrovascular disease in his left hemisphere, sustained good recovery through eight years, but then
suffered extreme deterioration of almost all language functions after a subsequent attack in his right
hemisphere. From a study of his clinical course and comparison of the lesions after the first and
second attacks using MRI and SPECT, we speculated that the contra-lateral hemisphere, here the
right hemisphere, had contributed to his functional recovery from aphasia during the eight years after
the first attack. In addition, our findings were thought to support recent functional neuro-imaging
studies which propose that the contra-lateral hemisphere is thought to play important roles in
functional recovery from chronic aphasia.

* Department of Rehabilitation, Edogawa Hospital. 2-24-18, Higashikoiwa, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 133-0052, Japan
** Department of Neurology, Edogawa Hospital
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