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Courtship display and submerged oviposition of Calopteryx
cornelia Selys (Odonata, Calopterygidae)
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Calopteryx cornelia Selys is a beautiful mountain stream dweller restricted to
Japanese islands. As shown in the upper picture a mature male insect takes an
attitude of courtship display bending the abdominal end upward, which attitude
has been known among the other Calopterygids. Sometimes he descends on the
water surface and floats for a few seconds.

Lower picture is the underwater oviposition of the same species. Note the
distal half of the wings left on the water surface. This type of egg-laying is
rather unusual, and, after oviposition the insect easily floats on the water and can
instantly take flight.

The photoes are taken by S. Eda, on Aug. g, 1960, on Mt. Tsukuba, Ibaraki
Prefecture.
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