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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW PYRRHALT A-SPECIES
FROM THE LOOCHOO ISLANDS
(Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae, Galerucinae)

By Masao Ohno

Biology Laboratory, Toyo University, Tokyo

Pyrrhalta nigricornis sp. nov.

Body rather elongate, somewhat dilated posteriorly, rather strongly convex
dorsally, and densely clothed with the golden silky semi-recumbent hairs. General
colour of the dorsal surface dark reddish brown and the ventral surface yellow-
ish or reddish brown, with the antennae (except the inferio-basal part of the 1st
segment reddish brown), tibiae, tarsi, apex of each femur, eyes, median longi-
tudinal marking on vertex, both lateral areas of pronotum, scutellum, and the
humeral prominence, black.

Head narrower than pronotum, inserted into prothorax just behind the level of
the posterior margin of the eyes; vertex obliquely elevated towards occiput, with
the surface nearly flat, shallowly punctured, and closely covered with semi-re-
cumbent hairs; frontal tubercles subtriangular, raised, with its anterior process
extending to the interantennal space, and contiguous with the upper end of post-
clypeus as usual, not so distinctly delimited behind although a little more dis-
tinctly delimited at the lateral parts, the tubercles are separated from each other
by a longitudinal sulcus which is comparatively broad and deep in the posterior
parts of interantennal space but very narrowly and shallowly extends through
the interantennal space to the lower part of post-clypeus; surface of the tubercles
feebly raised and covered with setigerous punctures. Antennae subfiliform,
extending to a little beyond the middle of elytra, and very finely and thickly
pubescent; 1st segment thickened towards the apex and somewhat curved, the
following segments slender, but more or less thickened towards the apex respect-
ively except the last one which is acuminated at the apex; comparative length
of these antennal segments is roughly as follows: — 3>1=11>4—=5—6=7=8=9=
10>2.

Pronotum transverse, subquadrate in outline, more than twice as broad (at the
median broadest part) as it is long (at the median shortest part); sides narrowly
margined, rather strongly rounded just before the middle and narrowed anterior-
ly and also posteriorly with a slight emargination just behind the strongly round-
ed area in general ; both anterior and posterior angles armed with an obtuse
setigerous tubercle, of which anterior ones rather distinct; front margin feebly
bordered and slightly emarginate, basal margin also feebly bordered, broadly and
obliquely emarginate on each side and slightly bisinuate between the emargina-
tions; disk transversely concave, somewhat more deeply on both sides; surface
transversely rugose-punctate, with the punctures somewhat coarser in the lateral
parts. Scutellum subquadrate, with the surface more or less prominent, densely
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pubescent, and rugosely punctate for nearly its whole.

Elytra broader at the base than pronotum, elongate, slightly widened posterior-
ly, with the apex rounded; humeri raised but the following lateral parts not
raised posteriorly; disk slightly depressed at the post-scutellar area and also at
just behind the post-basal prominence; surface rather
densely covered with coarse punctures, which are not
uniform and not arranged in rows, with the interspaces
of these punctures finely granulose-rugose. Elytral
epipleura broad, horizontal, gently narrowed posterior-
ly and almost reaching the apex of each elytron, with
the surface more or less channeled except for the basal
short extent, and rather thickly clothed with pubes-
cence, each of which usually arises from a minute
puncture.

Underside finely pubescent-punctate ; acetabulae open-
ed behind; prosternal process very narrow and linear
between the coxae, dilated posteriorly with the posteri-
or end truncated, and the basal part rather distinctly
excavated.

Legs rather thickly pubescent; femora thickened at
the middle especially in the posterior pair; tibiae slen-
der, with the external face feebly carinate and the
both lateral parts longitudinally channeled, and mid-
tibiae furnished at the apex with a curved minute spur;
claws appendiculate.

& : Body somewhat more slender, each segment of antennae a little more elon-
gate, last visible abdominal sternite with a deep, subtriangular, fimbriate excava-
tion.

9 : Last visible abdominal sternite without such a excavation, but with a slight
emargination at the middle of the posterior margin.

Length: &, 70 mm.; 2, 8.0 mm.

Holotype: 18, Higashi-Nakama, Amami-Ohshima, Loochoo Islands, 24-V-1960, M.
Ohno leg.

Allotopotype: 12, same data as the holotype.

Paratopotypes: 4 & &, same data as the holotype.

Paratype: 12, Gusuku, Amami-Ohshima, 26-V-1960, M. Ohno leg.

Distribution: Loochoo Islands (Amami-Ohshima).

Food-plants : Viburnum suspensum Lindl. (Jap. name: Gomoju), V. awabuki K. Koch
(Jap. name: Sangoju) (Caprifoliaceae).

The present new species is closely allied to Pyrrhalta humeralis (Chen) from
China and Japan, but may easily be separated from it by the following charac-
ters i— :

Body somewhat larger; antennae and tibiae entirely black; lateral areas of
elytra not excavated longitudinally along the lateral margins causing the post-
humeral part not raised longitudinally to near the apex of elytron; dorsal surface
more strongly convex, etc.

Pyrrhalta annulicornis Baly from Japan, etc. is also resembling the present

Fig. 1. Aedeagus of
Pyrrhalta nigricornis
Sp. nov.

a. ventral aspect;
b. lateral aspect.
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species, but the present new species may be distinguished at once from it in
having the frontal tubercles which are distinctly pubescent (not glabrous as in
annulicornis), besides the entirely blackish antennae and tibiae.

All the types are preserved in the author’s cabinet,
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International Code of Zoological Nomenclature adopted by the
XV International Congress of Zoology, July 1958 R

BB EOM THREA LD/ BREEG LA ORER S 1961 F£DRICPD &
fR&N 7. 53, 1953 45 Copenhagen T X /% 14 REEBHEEHET, GBI
WTCEBODERITEENTILbON, TOREEHIFEDRKIC Copenhagen Decisions on
Zoological Nomenclature, Additions to, and Modifications of, the Regles internation-
ales de la Nomenclature zoologique & LT FIfF XN TWiehs, T PIEIO Paris
(1948) DLEHTOKBEOHEED LV AN, HLERELZBEED J. Chester Bradley
BIRIC L O THBRHE R ORE, BREVBTHDONTOIL DD, Mg London TORILS
BIEBRBYELETRR SN DT, Db Z0 BN STV, Bt
BRI, BROBEERCIE L ERATEOTHT IMEERCHBETNELDOTH L,
MOSFOALIKS H2THOTS SN0 EYELOBHTHE. TORNFOEERS
BIRO KT, LERLTHEDOGNTNS.

I. Zoological Nomenclature, II. Number of Words in Zoological Names, IIL
Criteria of Publication, IV. Criteria of Awvailability, V. Date of Publication,
VI. Validity of Names, VII. Formation and Emendation of Names, VIII. Taxa
of the Family-Group and Their Names, IX. Taxa of the Genus-Group and Their
Names, X. Taxa of the Species-Group and Their Names, XI. Authorship, XIL
Homonymy, XIII. The Type-Concept, XIV. Types in the Family-Group, XV.
Types in the Genus-Group, XVI. Types in the Species-Group, XVII. The Inter-
national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, XVIII. Regulations Governing
This Code, A$5& LT, A. Code of Ethics, B. Trausliteration and Latinizatiqn of
Greek Words, C. Latinization of Geographical and Proper Names, D. Recommenda-
tions on the Formation of Names, E. General Recommendations, #hic &L
FERINIBEIM LTHS.

COBFHOASLZKTEEINTIAS type © A3, holotype, lectotype, neotype,
paralectotype, paratype ¥k syntype @6 DTH3 L&MW LTE S,
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12 $3.00) =, Publications Officer, International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature,
19 Belgrave Square, London S.W.1, England M LA TE 3. (ZWR=)
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