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ON THE IDENTITY OF “DASYTHORAX
OGASAWARAE MATSUMURA”

(Lepidoptera, Noctuidae, Cuculliinae)

By Shigero Sugi
14-12, Omori-Kita 1V, Tokyo

Dasythorax ogasawarae Matsumura was first published in Dr. Matsumura’s “6000
Tllustrated Insects of Japan Empire,” 1931, with a brief description and a vague
black-and-white figure of the moth. His description written in Japanese is too
much insufficient to secure a sound determination for us, as translated below :

“Dasythorax ogasawarae Mats. [Japanese name : Ogasawara-hige-yotd]. Body and
wings light fuscous brown, irrorated with greyish scales. Forewing with trans-
verse lines fuscous, veins somewhat darker ; markings obscure ; subterminal line
dark, intermittent. Hindwing with median and terminal lines dark. Expanse 1.15
sun [=34.5mm]. Not common on Chichi-jima, of the Ogasawara [=Bonin] Is-
lands.”

This had been a puzzling moth and the type might have been lost, as it cannot
be found in Dr. Matsumura’s collection located in Entomological Institute of Hok-
kaido University, Sapporo. Further, it is thought improbable that the moth of
Dasythorax, a West Himalayan cuculliine genus, is inhabiting the stated island
situating about four hundred miles south off Tokyo in the Pacific.

My refreshed attention was called to this species in 1956, when a strange cucul-
liine moth was submitted to me for my use by Dr. M. Okano, University of
Twate, Morioka. The specimens captured by him at various localities all in the
Iwate district, northern Honshu, appeared to be same as figured by Matsumura.
The fact led me to remind that Dr. Matsumura had often named “ogasawarae”
for lepidopterous insects by two different ways : one is those derived from the
Ogasawara Islands, where the insect was taken, and the other from the name
of a person, Mr. T. Ogasawara, by whom the material was supplied to him. Mr.
T. Ogasawara was a moth hunter who had frequently sent insects from the Iwate
district, where he was living, to Dr. Matsumura for identification. The names of
Hyperiodes [Mythimna)l grandis Butler ab. ogasawarae Matsumura, 1926, and Betal-
bara ogasawarae Matsumura, 1927, a Drepanid, were dedicated to him, the type
localities thereof being stated as “Iwate” in the original descriptions. On the
other hand, Exxoa ogasawarae Matsumura, 1926, which is a synonym of Spodo-
ptera mauritia Boisduval, was apparently named after the Ogasawara Islands spec-
imen. Thus it appears never unreasonable to suppose that the original specimen
of Dasythorax ogasawarae Matsumura was captured somewhere around the Iwate
district by T. Ogasawara, and that Dr. Matsumura was confused himself in writing
the habitat of this species in his work, owing to a mistakable name.

The material now before me was by this reason referred to Dasythorax ogasa-
warae Matsumura and illustrated in colour under this name in 1959. Since that
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time, however, it has been found that, by the kind advice of Mr. Ch. Boursin,
Paris, the moth is surely identical with Dasypolia lama Staudinger, 1896. The gen-
italia of the Japanese specimens well agree with a microphotograph of the type
of lama, with which Mr. Boursin has kindly provided me. Dasythorax lama Stau-
dinger, inhabiting Central to East Asia, was combined by Hampson (1906, Cat.
Lep. Phal. B. M. 6 : 425) with Dasypolia fani Staudinger, 1892, but the identity of
the both species seems not established as the latter is known from only a female
type from Ussuri. Description and synonymy will be given below.

Dasypolia lama Staudinger (Figs. 1-3)

Dasypolia lama Staudinger, 1896, Iris 9 : 266.

Dasythorax ogasawarae Matsumura, 1931, 6000 Iil. Ins. Jap. : 786, no. 784, fig. (3).
Syn. nov.

Dasythorax ogasawarae ;: Inoue and Sugi, 1958, Check List Lep. Jap. 5: 478.

Dasythorax ogasawarae : Sugi, 1959, in Icon. Ins. Jap. col. nat. ed. 1:120, pl. 79:
9a, 9b (@a3").

3

. ) Fig. 4. Male genitalia of Dasypelia
Figs. 1-3. Dasypolia lama Stau- lama Staudinger (Yamagata-mura)
dinger from Japan. 1. Male [Prep. No. SS-760].

(Joboji, Iwate); 2. Male (Ya-
magata-mura, near Matsumo-
to); 3. Female (Matsumoto).
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Antenna slightly serrate with long rough fascicules. Frontal tuft fuscous grey;
second segment of palpus heavily clothed below with long grey yellow hair,
mixed with dark brown. Thorax clothed with usual hair only, pale greyish yel-
low. Abdomen ochreous grey irrorated with fuscous. Forewing pale greyish
yellow in the ground colour, with less rufous tone, strongly irrorated with fuscous,
lines and stigmata more or less diffuse ; subbasal line represented by an indistinct

...pale stria below costa, antemedian line dark, bent outwards below cell and before
hind margin ; orbicular a pale point loosely defined ; median line dark, more or
less distinct, nearly oblique from costa, indented inwards below reniform, then
slightly sinuous to hind margin ; reniform pale, nearly elliptical with fuscous
scales in centre ; postmedian line strongly indented below costa, dentate on veins,
excurved to vein 3 and then incurved to before hind margin; a few pale point
on costa before subterminal line, which is pale, wavy ; terminal area more or
less paler, termen with a series of fuscous points in interspaces, cilia pale yellow-
ish grey. Hindwing pale yellowish grey, irrorated with fuscous, veins and ter-
men slightly fuscous, cilia pale yellow. Length of forewing 15.5-19 mm, wing
expanse 35-42 mm.

Male genitalia (Fig. 4). Uncus short, with apex blunt. Tegumen moderate. Valva
relatively short and broad, with cucullus not fully separated, without corona ;
ampulla indefinite, actually fused with lower part of cucullus to form weakly
dentate margin. Harpe arising from well developed sclerotized arm across the
full width of valva, bending ventrad, with apex discal, flattened. Juxta bearing
a long mesal projection. Aedeagus moderately long and rather slender, vesica
armed with a lunar sclerite with several marginal teeth at near the distal end.

Specimens examined. IWATE : J6bdji, 18, 1. xii. 1944 ; 13, 15. x. 1946 ; 233,
28. xi. 1947 (M. Okano). Numakunai, 18, 23.xi.1948 (M. Okano). Morioka, 18,
20. xi. 1951 ; 18, 8.xii. 1955 (M. Okano). One male is in my collection and the
others in the collection of Dr. M. Okano. NAGANO : Yamagata-mura, near Ma-
tsumoto, 13, 30. xi. 1956 ; 13, 1.xii. 1957 (Y. Kobayashi). Nakayama, Matsumoto,
12, 13, iii. 1959 (H. Yokoyama). One male and one female are in my collection.

This interesting species flies in late autumn to early winter in the north and
central district of Honshu. Only a female specimen was taken in March at Ma-
tsumoto, a unique known locality other than the Iwate district. The male speci-
mens from Matsumoto are markedly larger than those of Iwate.

The genitalia of this species show a close affinity to those of European Dasy-
polia templi (Thunberg), the type-species of genus Dasypolia, but readily separable
from it by the stouter harpe and the longer projection on the surface of juxta.

In writing this paper, my hearty thanks are due to Mr. Ch. Boursin, Paris, for
his valuable information on this subject. I am also greatly indebted to Dr. M.
Okano, Morioka, Messrs. Y. Kobayashi and H. Yokoyama, Matsumoto, for their
kindness in permitting me to use interesting specimens.
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REGE : 786) W Lo THB S M ERERREDNIE L, ZOEKRRPOTRED
BThol. Lirl, ZOREBIZ—HT 2 EBAEFELSHMICLRLOTET 2 C L ITEH ,
BEERIC XOTRRE SN, BEC OB FRORLCEEIN TV . 2 —D> DML, |
Dasythorax ogasawarae DOJFEEHD, /NEEE (RB) LEXNTOALCETHLD, B |
FMELR UIZ LI “ogasawarae” L\ WHELEEFETENLBICALLTED, Zhb 3
FEFEHRBFORICRAD D TH DT, HLERTLOTREBY. 325 ABOEED,
TOREMIEFRTHE O DE, BHRELHEELLLOLEEINS.

T DL, 52iE Dasythorax Ti313<, B Dasypolia BT 5 HDT, hh7T I THE
HILEWET S D. lama Staudinger, 1896 *RBETH 5 & MNHDHDT, T CICHRD
L, HERRBEEZNR L. w2 ) —pb 1 QAT S hiz D. fani Staudinger, 1892
i, ERCOBEEEEE INTVAY, ERIICEEL LTI,

HARCBT 2 BmEmIL, BFE (85 BEN, &) EFE Addl, b
) ofrmosT, 11, RARKHEL, 3B 1 ENEBLATHS.

Lispocephala miki Strobl, 1893 B #* (T &

¥ XE " E I8

Lispocephala miki Strobl, 1893 3 7 %7 v L AnF851 (R
6 33 13 ¢, Kanazawa City, Honshu, Japan, 29. v. 1967.

BREEFT v F L ANFoST Loboops WD TE L PR EELRT 720 23 D4 :
HARERD TIRIKAIS 5 ¢ AR TH S, @ OIMATES, BICRIE & H 9 JHTIE |
JRS, BORRBMEP SRS EHEKE S DTREDT, FTUNFUANFNTOHE
T, S OHRICl B EE IR E IELUIRL 5.

BRI L—TZAT T4 TOFITHY, COMICEAA Y, 4 2)T, <74 S5HE,
HFIVTEHE, TVVL)T, Fa=IT, TFFET, vHVE, Fy=T, YU 7T, b
KTVT, VE (oo rg), dE (BE v EY) BERIELSHE LTS,

FROBEZERTHONNIDEFETR 4~ S HETRELLESDTH B,
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