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During the field surveys on the natural enemies of rice insect pests carried as the
IBP in Thailand, the Philippines and Hong Kong, the first author set up the modified
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Malaise trap in paddy fields (YANO ef al., 1975). Among the specimens collected by
the trap set in Mindanao, the Philippines, 4 males of Strepsiptera were found and sent
to the second author for identification.

These specimens were identified as Elenchus japonicus (Esaxi et HAsaiMoTO, 1931)
originally described from Japan. The first record of the genus from the Philippines
was Elenchus yasumatsui KIFUNE et HIRASHIMA (CHANDRA, 1978), though this species is
a synonym of E. japonicus according to KATHIRITHAMBY (pers. comm. to TK). Next,
E. yasumatsui and E. japonicus with a question mark were reported (BARRION and
LITSINGER, 1987). As these two records were made from the Laguna area, Luzon, the
present collection is the first one from Mindanao.

Specimens examined:

Elenchus japonicus (Esaki et HASHIMOTO). 4 males, Toril nr. Davao, Mindanao,
Philippines. 10. ix. 1973, K. YANoO leg., paddy field (Malaise trap). All specimens are
preserved in the Entomological Laboratory, Kyushu University.

The rice plants of the paddy field where the trap was set were young. The opera-
tion period of the trap was S days from September 5 to 10. Insecticide application was
made 2 weeks before the trap setting.
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