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Clinical Study on 43 Cases of Motor Vehicle Injury during Pregnancy
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Abstract Objectives : To clinically investigate maternal motor vehicle injury (MMVI) and inquire about

seat belt laws for pregnant women in foreign countries.

Methods : We reviewed 43 cases (1985—1998) of MMV I and contacted embassies in 17 developed coun-

tries regarding seat belt laws during pregnancy.

Results : Major MMV I were bone fracture, contusion, and laceration. The average ISS score was 5.0.0b-
stetric complications occurred in 30% of cases, and included abruptio placentae, preterm PROM, and fetal
death. Maternal seat belt laws exist in all countries surveyed except Japan.

Conclusion : Internationally, Japan is exceptional in the lack of seat belt laws for pregnant women.
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