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(im : RERE, db: data base, North : Northern blotting. RP: RT-PCR)
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SCC antigen was discovered in our laboratory in 1977 and has been used as a tumor marker in clinical
practice in many countries in the world. In 1991, cDNA and amino-acid sequences of SCC antigen were de-
termined, which indicated that this protein was a member of protease inhibitors family. Follow-up studies
have revealed that SCC antigen interferes several serine- and cysteine-proteases, enhances cell-cell adhe-
sion and interferes with apoptotic process, forming barrier-stratification of integument. Now, we know that
SCC antigen is expressed in variety of tissues including skin, lung, and even in thymus, liver and micro-glia
cells. SCC antigen may play important roles in defense system, as it works for malignant behaviors of tu-

mor cells.
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