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Vaginal Clear Cell Carcinoma in a 16-year-old Japanese Woman

Hajime ICHIMURA, Satoshi YaAMAGUCHI, Hisashi TATEIWA, Kiyoshi Nmya,

Naonori ISHIHARA, Masayuki TAKEMORI and Ryuichiro NISHIMURA
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Hyogo Medical Center for Adults, Hyogo

Abstract The association between intrauterine exposure to diethylstilbestrol (DES) and vaginal clear cell
adenocarcinoma has been welldocumented in the United States. But in Japan, since DES was never used in
the treatment of threatened abortion, vaginal clear cell adenocarcinoma remained an extremely rare dis-
ease. We report a young Japanese woman with vaginal clear cell adenocarcinoma. A 16-year-old nullipa-
rous woman presenting with continuous vaginal discharge had a 7.2cm maximal dimension vaginal mass
detected by MRI scan. After preoperative chemotherapy with four cycles of paclitaxel and carboplatin, the
patient was treated by abdominal hysterectomy and partial vaginectomy with preservation of the ovaries.
The postoperative diagnosis was stage I clear cell adenocarcinoma of the vagina. After surgery, intracavi-
tary irradiation was given. She has had no episode of prenatal exposure to DES, but a history of hypoplasia

of the left kidney without chromosomal abnormality.
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