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A Comparative Study of Color Names in Chinese and Japanese
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Abstract

Although Chinese and Japanese color names share deep connections, today each has followed a
unique course of development. In research of Japanese color names, not only can the developmental
relations between verious color name set be seen, but the range of name choice or colors represent-
ed are also quite close. In contrast, in verious color name set on Chinese color names, even where
developmental relations can be discerned, considerable variation in range of name choice or colors
represented exists. This easay hopes to explore through statistical analysis the reasons for such
discrepancies, in the eassy, a comparison of the majority of Chinese and Japanese color names and
their colors represented shall be undertaken and developmental history of various color names
traced in order to probe and discover the distinguishing chracteristics of Chinese and Japanese color
names.
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