Col or Sci ence Association of Japan

i X

RiBRADME (EH)
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Abstract

In my investigations, systematic color names are used more often in written language than verbal
language. With this mind, this article shall concentrate on the use of written systematic color names
and include comparison of spoken systematic color. names in the attempt to probe the characteristics
of Chinese systematic color names. Investigation of written color names takes into account major
writtens through the ages and includes statistical compilation of color names used and their respec-
tive number of appearances in these writtens. Here, if we isolate the systematic color names and
respective modifers which appear at a greater frequency, we can put together a group of systematic
color names commonly used in written language. One of the characteristics of written systematic
color names is brevity, which differs from the relatively longer systematic color names found in
English or Japanese. In Chinese, when systematic color names are overly long, they are liable to
become phrases. If these systematic color names are combined with the systematic color names
derived from investigation of spoken language and then systematized, a practical set of Chinese
systematic color names can be obtained.
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