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Abstract

Conventional color terms are mostly bimorphemic or trimorphemic terms in which names of animals, plants,
minerals, etc., are used to help denote colors of objects. Color terms of this sort are found in the Chinese language
as well as in the Japanese language. Our conceptions of animals, plants, minerals, etc., whose names are cited in
these terms can help us imagine what colors they refer to, which is one of their most noteworthy features.
However, since conceptions of objects can differ from culture to culture, it is predictable that, in some cases at
least, equivalent conventional color terms, i.e., those named after the same object, will evoke significantly different
colors in different cultures. To empirically test this prediction, we conducted a cross-cultural investigation of
Japanese and Chinese conventional color terms and salient colors they evoke in Osaka, Beijing, and Shanghai. In
this paper, we will present the results of our investigation, and analyze them in terms of linguistics and from the
vantage point of what information color terms can convey. To be more explicit, we will examine the usages,
linguistic structures, recognizability, and information-conveying capacity of Japanese and Chinese conventional
color terms in an interdisciplinary and comparative way, and explicate how conceptions of objects affect
interpretations of conventional color terms.

Keywords : conventional color terms, linguistic structures, recognizability, information-conveying capacity,
comparison of Japan and China
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Chroma) ]| DEZRNSRLTWVD . BEENTIE.
[BR]&EMPE] FENZNEREOBLHS DB
BREZRT. GEOBEZNE T 2EEDEHEEE
WNIFCERRIT D, HBOBBEHICMNET DI ¥
FlITHEAORRE (RIBERE®) RXBOEESE
. [C/HF] I THEORRE (REERE) K
KEDOOEEH ZEZNFNEKT D,

M5EMEe S, [VEVIICHETDIVLEYAT
O—]ETHRE] DENZNHL SEEOHBRENE
LVEDRTC'(F. BHEMAYREYICERLTWVDATIE
LTWBDTED DN B. —H. BHBEEEENSHFN
. BEDWIE4-5-7 -89, ¥EHHIE3 -
4-6-8-12 - 14EW0WDKDICEA>TWVD,
5TIF. [BENY. BHENS] HXU [EHEHYR. B
EH7] O2EmAhERBDBHEE THd. H6IC
BVTE. FERBOBEEFRESNELN. BX
REOBREIS [BEAY. BENA]DETBICHRD
Nic, MBRDRAEKXEF. LWIFNBYEBHEICHDH.
NUEUMETERT L. [LEVAIO—](E5.0Y 97

(Chroma)
14
12
10
8
6
4
3 7= 5/32/
2
1
05
0

N R YR Y Gy G BG B PB P RP
(Hue)

E6 [LEVAIO-]&ETITRE] ORHEE
(Hue-Chroma)
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I

3THH. [FTHEHIF2BY 8 12THD. BHED
PEDELOTWD, BAROIUVEYAATIO—] &,
AEUVEVDOREDEZIEL. DMEDEREDE (Y
JEIVENRT7BY 8.12) THdHH. KFXKELEUTE
FEDENMEENZDIE. HERADESEHNLVE D

—RAFEDRBDBICFEINTLDDSHB UL
gL,

H7&M8 5. [4HAH ICHERTDHEAD FfFi@J
EFED AR | S BULENMSNCBIE.
BHLTHD. $Eé|(g%72£3tb\éLtb‘ﬁﬂbb‘téﬁéo
HM7ICBVNTHEBICHBWVNTH. hHEREOBRELSE
Bongn., HABEOBMEE L IBhMNT.
mELORKREE, @48 - BE - EEO=EMHOL
FNUCBWVWTHELE>TWVD, REXBODY/TILE
F. HA®2]H1.25R 4714, [HFAme | B
10.0RP 8B "BToH DI,

(Value)

95
925 B&|BX B&

9 |B% B%
B c/12
BA

J/18)

N W s O o~

BE

N R YR Y GY G BG B PB P RP
(Hue)

®7 Al &A% ] OesEE (Hue-Value)

(Chroma)
14 J/18 BX
12 HE
10
8 BE
6 BX BE C/12
4 2B
3
2 BX
1
05 BX|BX BA
0 |BX
N R YR Y GY G BG B PB P RP

(Hue)
=8 [ftAel &AM ] oefEE (Hue-Chroma)

FITRUEADDBREM, S, B UMHERICHE
FHEABRTE. TINSBLENMSNLHEN

[ . | o8 [

HHBEICBVT. BUTH b BIES1EDT S
TEBDD D, [UEVIICHRXIBILEYATO—]
ETHBE D SBLEHNRSNIcBOBEDHHE
ETUTVEDIE. [LEV]EWVSH D DRBHT
ETHELULTVDNSTHDD. 5. M43 I1CH

KT B & HAML | D SBULENRSNI
EHNTETHIFHNTLDDE. 1 EWDHOD
EHPEETAVICER >TSS EEDN S,
AADHAE](E. (34 % BEEEOAED
OB R Y VROBERARS Y () DD 5.
D ST BDTEDL S EBES S LaNTLd”,
75, hED ML 1. HL DRI EBDE
VoEEUHBOTEDBEIET. S50, e
HREDEEEEL<IF>TVDDICH LT, M
WL (DBDEEENESNEVNENS T LG, &
ZOEBHEDEVELH NN NEN DTS

K3 BROBEEOVVLIE

f =%4 [ Hue Value | Chroma
) Hasb | o do| o
1| ALEvIAE 50YR [50YR| 8| 8| 6| 6
2| s 2R 100R | T5R | 8181 4

4
3 7AYo ML I00RP|[HORPI 3] 3] 818
3

U | Fa i b— MYk 100R | 100R| 2| 3 27:

5 R 25Y | 50Y [ 76| 6|8
6 | A&t 50YR|THAYRI 3| 4] 4] 4
T AL—= UL A/ K 25PB |50YR| 35| 2| 1
8 | ALAD IR L 100R [ 100R| t|5] 6|8
9 | iy 1 THYR| 25V |5[6] 8] 6
10 | 7=/ )8 1008 |25PB| 75| 618
1] 77 =R 1100GY]75G6Y | 8 7] 6] 8
12 Hetryke ) 25R | HOR|6| 7] 8] 8
13| Hlit/kiz L 100R | 50R | 5] 6| 12] 12
1| 4L hGRE 50YR [B0YR| 71712112
15| A M) =/t L25R | 78R [ 1| 6| 11}12
16| LES £ ru—fpp 75Y | 25Y |8 8[12( 8
17| sk 25YR| T5R |3 3] 4| 4
18 | Al St hinlos 5P |I0ORP| 23| 216
19+ — 7 75Y [100Y [ 31| 1] 6
20 | ST 125R |25RP| 5151212
21 | I ] 25Y | 25Y {88 11]12

22 | frfiyiiip?) 100RP] 25R [ 9] 8) 21 2

23 1 $EO R L 25RP | 25R [ 518 [11] 6
21| iy sk 50GY [100GY| 5] 1] 616
25| Fet—Lr AL | 625RP] 50R |5 1] 12 12
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DTEFFVDEBDOND,

3.32 EHSNrEE

BRBRORENERLSELTEDSNEI U
VENRTEEY, Zoe2OELEES T, BHE
[CAVZ2EBROBEBDY Y LILEIR. R3ITK
TEBDTHB.

RICENE. TDETEREBH—HT DELIF2HE
BO. TNZENTNE WEIE[FLVY EIEI T
Hd. TDIFH. BENBLEBRE3ME(FaaL—
b T5E AR, NADYENEL., BHZEE, [mH
%£%), HENBUERRIE6H (R—ILEY Y 15
AL, D4V Uy R/"BEEL., LEY,TIO
—ATRE. Be B BEG B, HR%
&/ OEEH). ¥ESBUERIX 0 (-
/RO, DAV U YR BEBEL. &6 %8,
e . e R, Bl iR BEe K
BRLL. e BEL. B B8R, FIU—EY
./ BRD) TH B,

3.3.3 BB RARBOMEF
RUDDICHETDERABRIERITEN. KER
DHIEST. BEBICBVWTHHAREFETELED
CEDBBDEND T E(F. BHCR2ERIICELOTH
TENIZ. TIVWT, RRBEBEBOBRERTH
ENo N

B UBROBEELEZORREN KT DHDE.
258#/MND55. BANSE. FEN2ETH >/,
COZEF [3.1.1 MAEBRROSERS] DT
STRIEPEDIBABROKRWMERENRULIET &
ERABLTVDKDICBDONS, THhB. BEAD
BHBREESEISNIcH. BEEBNRLDRE
ABICERULTVDH, REOBRERIEHL D
ZOEEBHRREFEN TN TLDEVNDTED
EZASND. A, BACHEICBVTEEEBN—
HI2DI2BR/THHD. KFXEHN-KITDDIES
BRETHHIENHSHICHE Sz, TNF. BRIC
DVTCES SNEBAREFEDRER(CFHEHEHE
h&2dTEZRELTVD,
COEDRARZRD L. MELLEB2DER S5ND.
1 D(FELR LT R EOBERDNREF LN TN TL)
HZE BINDE B DBREDRETHD.
[PEERIRE] OEHLD [BEME | (C[ADEFEHF.
R - EIRICERASINEHS— - Fr—MIBTW

BDIFEDEBRDH D ENS., [@] HEIRI > 2
CRDMRONIELETBEL LT EH9D B,
IR CRRI N [BE] DBH SERAEBTRD S
TRV LIVED THREERRE] LB HhEELD
(RSB S | (CEDcR D THD. TDKIH
BRRECEYBEILOSED. FEOE#EEEFAD
BEEBOECBRLTVDTHA D, Fiz. FED
BEGIARBICEDRSDDHIDI & EEEND
DB LIEL,

4. BHbOIC

KN ClE. BUMERZICHKT DEAEFED

BRABE (B25E) ICDWVWT. #NH5DEHAX - =8

BiE - BRAE - GEENHEERDICER U, #

DFER. FICRND T EDBESHICES T,

(1) B=RICHA, fEOEBRERFEARIE,

(2 BROBAGRE IER+el £ MMr
L+HEABREE]OETRREINTUVDH.
FEDEBHRBRFEEAER YIERZL+EA
BRI EVDEBEEERD,

(3) 2HBMICRDE. FEDIBRBRIERAED
SLBOHRPPEL, UHU. BEDEED
MAEZBHOIT DL DIEH D (BEVBRANIE.
FEOEZRPXEZERHIIFEVDD) (CH
KIBDBARLZDEHEF. FETORAEH
KLY,

4) EE@&W%@D—@@%E%@%@@HE
ADIFOIHELDEZL,

CDARZEUTCERDE, ROKDI(CHERDIF
BDIENTELD,

a. [BHERORNE PmEENICHE T DRENK
ZREBROHET D HDDFEHICIFNE S,
SRADEREICL DT, BRREKILHONTEZER
ROICLETEDHEGEHNLE. HFEDLANSNT
BENROICETETHEVEEGDHD.

b. BABRIE. XLICKFT ., BXEI=Za
—T—=23vIcBV\TIFBOERZ F#(CEET
TN EDHD. UIehoT. BRBRANER
(CRIBZEXLCEICRERBL. BREULTLDD
CENEBTH D,

c. BRDEReREERMSMFENNTLN, &
EDBABRIEREN S IREDERIKT T B

L ] 325 | l
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LTW%, HEDIBRBRICDVT. BREZT
W, ZOTF—YZBRFBELTETFEHDIEN
TENE, BRBRICKLSEPEHDORITER>ILD
RNERIRTEDEBDND,

p=3

[1]1INSORFDHRICIE. B - 8Y - SPPER
BRREDLAERITBODOHHNE. —BEXRT
BOBHD. HIAIE. [EEB]BKLUTTEB]D[ZE]
ETH]FRIEDOH. (BRI BLUHE] D
MEP &[] 3B EBDRI TH D, E<ICHEEID
[t F D] ZBRIRHICRIBLTWD RICH
UV CERBRRU Y,

(2] [MEERZRE] [CPERSNcHER R, [EEE]
[CHko2THEDH. AULB2LETH D,

BIsBRRAICLDRBA TOERAICDOWVTIE.
Langacker (1993) Z8IR Iz,

[4A1BRBRAEXRIDIEONIZYHRERIE. HhEE
TRUBONSBEGD Sz, L. BUYER
([CHXT2BRXHIEHND >THIBEHA . @
UMIARICHFET BRNMENDLHEE. DK
SICABICHVDBREYHRRERDIC,

a METEMIVBEZEFERT S, flXE. [D
ACHCHETDREIE. BERD 7y TILT
=] 1DUhHLDICH LT, hEIE[3E
BRI E[ERL | D2DBHDH. [7vTIb
TJU—=2]108BIGEVNEDTHAFERE | Z
BU,

b. BUETHEUYERICHRTD. LBV
VEIVENBUEBRNENDIHEE. HBE
EICRLFEONDEFONDIE D ZFER U,
BIZE. [E]ICHRTHEHABBRICIE Y
VEIVMENRBUTHD [EBIE[TSRT I —
VIndmAHH. (Bl ZzA0sd &l &
fo. MMARDBEAEICIE. [T TIRELE]
ZERAU.

(Bl AFREICAWVE2SEDHHRD S 5. 20f@EH4
B I BN RY ] EEE o fcht. 2O
FEESDHMICKDBDTHD, (clL. F
BIGABEZ{T D IcETD. BARTIHIALV—M] =
Mo TLVDHWBREN DKL HETIE[ITK] GF
F)BBELDHSNTVEWNT EHTD oTc.)

(BIEXBZIF. BEADHE. PHReDeR] (JIS
Z8102: 200 1) ICHETNTLSHDTH D,

| | 326 |

PEOBG(E. PEARKNEERZEGB T
156081995 [HEMEARIICEWVWTHE
SNTLBIEAR]|ZET,
[7]BAXBRIGEVB¥ERIE. JITEEICHERS
D& ZIET. BAPEETIE. [FlFTHR].
(&l [BIEEDBERT CENTES,
[BIEAE®FZEEIF. Berlin & Kay (1969) TZEIFHN
1211 Mbasic color terms (white, black, red,
yellow, green, blue, brown, purple, pink, orange,
grey) ICRIN T D AT NS EZET,
[BlBRrORENEBESE L TRSNEY E2)UE
F. BADBZE. MEedes] (IS 28102
2001 (2. HEDBG. [FEeRFE](C. €
NENEo 1.

HEE

KRN AEPICEELPEZLLEE 2 CZRRA
K (BN EERENEEEREIE - KRMILKFH
EEE) BRUBHRBE (KRNI AZAFRER
IR Z R D) (CE<EILBR L LITERT.

SE

1)JISZz8102-2001 : YFEEDBR

2)BLEHE (R  PESRRE. ho>—T32=Y
g5 —(1979)

3)Langacker, Ronald W.: Reference-point
Constructions. Cognitive Linguistics, 4-1(1993)
1-38

4) BEMZE, FWIDRAES | 0B DRREOFEICE
FAOME (FB1H]H) R LEIHHTRYICHITDHEC
BREZODATEICHITOETOEER—. BEM
%, 47-2(2000),7-18

5) ZEME. WTDRARS | SLBREORRIFHICE
I HIME (B2 PANRYICEHKRI DREAER
BELDOER. B¥ME, 49-1(2002),13-19

B EARAENMEERFE GB/T 15608-
1995 | REREAER

7) Berlin, Brent & Paul Kay: Basic Color Terms. CSLI
Publications (1991)

8) xMHZA (BRE) - BAM2698. /N\FEE (2002)

(&FB=ZAH ' 2005%F8H1H)
(FERPREH - 2005F11811H)
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P

M =B

1975F8H22H4%
2004FRIRMUKRFARFBER
REEVEAE
EAERR I - AR LERIERT
e (i)

SRR S S
B, KRMUIKRFREZREXNFHARSEERTE
ERRBIERIEFEEE

1941438484

1 9B BEABRA AL RECL R
Rl

AAEYYE. BARBEA.
PR, 3 Afre, DASELSEER
$2. OAREZS. OAEBEAETS, BROE
$a. BAFHA UER,

St
RIRAIIASAS B ER SRR MR R T, B
75, B RER I
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