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Abstract

We analyzed the uses of color term in kigo or season words in haiku. It is the practice to include a kigo in haiku.
Haiku is one of the form of the Japanese traditional poetry, and spread widely today. Therefore, through the uses
of color term included in season words, we can understand characteristics of Japanese traditional color terms
succeeded today.

As a result, about 12.7% of kigos included color terms in a wide sense and 90 kinds of color terms were used.
Red, yellow-green, vivid colors, pale colors and dull colors appeared frequently, and blue-green, red-purple
appeared rarely. From the stand point of basic color term theory, primary categories were used frequently and

B

derived categories were used rarely. The fact that about 70% of “ao (blue)” indicated green shows, "grue’

exist firmly in the traditional and the modern Japanese. Although “cha (brown)” “orenji (orange)” used
frequently, they did not indicated those color.Then, at least concerning kigo, words corresponds to brown and

orange were used unfrequentry.

Keywords : kigo or season words, basic color term, traditional color names
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