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“Gokusaishiki ” and “Golden-coloring on blue background” in Nikko
Toshogu Shrines

JEIE 35F Hideko Kitajima

Abstract

Chokugaku (a sign dedicated to shrines by an Emperor’s own handwriting) located on the face of Yomeimon at
Nikko Toshogu Shrines. Since this is placed in such a showy spot, it seems that there is a special meaning to it. Such
kinds of signs are called “Gokusaishiki ”. These signs are known as Chokugaku and Okimon (sign of figures). They
are given unique meaning through their color scheme “Golden-coloring on blue background ”. One of the Okimon is
located on Koryo at Suibansha. The dragon, phoenix and other mythical animals are employed as figures of Okimon,
and it is generally known that they symbolize Tokugawa leyasu.

Upon closer inspection of “Golden-coloring on blue background” in relation to Chinese philosophy, it can be
expressed that gold embodies the color of yellow. Therefore the meaning of “Golden-coloring on blue background”
has to compare with blue and yellow. These colors are inspected by their literal meaning, and it is cleared that blue
represents the color of the lower rank such as the color of clothes for humble people. Contrasting the blue, yellow
represents the color of a higher rank. The color of clothes is permitted to wear only for the Emperor and the crown
prince. It has been discovered that the blue and yellow are contrastive color in their color rank. “Golden-coloring on
blue background” typifies the “Gokusaishiki ”, and that consists of two contrasts with visual and color rank in
Toshogu.

The meaning of gold is similar to yellow, besides gold denotes the power and wealth. This part is significant for
Toshogu. That is to say, the great force of Tokugawa-shogunate and leyasu are symbolized by “Gokusaishiki” and
“gold” .
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