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Abstract _

Today a number of various colors and hues are included in the simple term "red," and it appears that the same
omnibus approach to the term red applied in ancient Japan. A range of different colors were included in the color red,
and originally different pigment sources were used to create the red color, depending on what type of object was
being colored. Regardless of these source differences that were represented by the use of specific red color terms
such as shd, tan and kurenai, it appears that by the 8th century, mistakes or confusion about red color were
beginning to occr.

Examination of textual references and actual ancient red pigment colors reveal that there was confusion among the
pigment materials that can be classified as red. Further, the terms that represent red colors, or the terms that
represented red pigment names, were not strictly regulated, and thus had a variety of meanings. These factors meant
that mistakes and confusion about red colors were not corrected in later centuries.
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