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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to confirm the characteristics of color vocabulary in congenitally blind persons,
comparing it with the sighted. Ten congenitally blind persons participated in two types of surveys on color terms:
color vocabulary survey (recalled and recognition) and meanings of color terms survey (affective meanings and
object association imagined from each color name). Furthermore, they were asked to self-rate their responses.

The mean number of recalled color terms was 26.2 words per person, and the total of recalled color terms by
all participants were 75 words. The recall frequency was in the order of primary basic color category (white,
black, red, yellow, green, blue), derived basic color category (orange, pink, brown, purple, grey), and non-basic color
terms. This pattern was similar to that of the sighted. Concerning primary basic  color category congenitally
blinds replied more association words and affective words than derived and non-basic category, and were also
more confident of replies.

In addition, in the congenitally blind, high correlations were found among the frequency of recall, number
of affective words, and number of associated objects. These various indicators showed considerable individual

differences.
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