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From the archives of the AFIP. Mediastinal germ

A case report of mediastinal mature teratoma with perforation into
the thoracic cavity and a persistent elevation
of serum CA19-9 after surgery.

Katsumi MURAMORIY, Shinichi NOGUCHI", Yoshio ZAIZEN "V
Hideki YOKOYAMA 2, Yumi OSHIRO®

1) Department of pediatric surgery, Matsuyama Red Cross Hospital
2 ) Department of thoracic surgery, Matsuyama Red Cross Hospital
3 ) Department of diagnostic pathology, Matsuyama Red Cross Hospital

A six-year-old girl was admitted for haveing a fever , and abdominal pain with an elevation in serum
CA19-9 value. Intrathoracic perforation of mediastinal teratoma was suspected by the diagnostic images.
The tumor was completely resected , however, the value of CA19-9 did not decrease during the following
examination. Immunohistochemistry examination suggested CA19-9 production by normal thymic tissue
as well as tumor tissue. In this case CA19-9 failed to be a tumor marker as a reliable indicator for
recurrence.

It is important to manage a postoperative course comprehensively with images and blood examinations.
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